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Because YOU: 
~DONT DRINK 











You Can BuyAuto Insurance for LESS! 


HERE IS WHY: 


You are a better driver if you don’t drink. Being 
a better driver, you tend to have fewer, less 
costly accidents. You are a preferred risk. You 
are eligible for Preferred Risk Mutual automo- 
bile insurance at a savings. You see, Preferred 
Risk Mutual insures non-drinkers only. In that 
way we avoid much costly accident expense, so 
we pass the savings along to our policyholders. 
And additional savings up to 25% are given for 
continued “claim-free” driving. So, profit from 
the fact that you are a non-drinker. Save money 
on your auto insurance! 


if you qualify 
SEND THIS 


COUPON 





referred Kish Mutual 





OAQhwon-— 


NEW PREFERRED * PLUS POLICY 
GIVES ALL OF OUR POLICYHOLDERS: 


. “Family automobile policy” protection 

. Insurance with other non-drinkers only 

. No membership fee 

- 10% advance discount if “claim-free” for two years 
. Additional savings up to 25% on Preferred Risk Mutual’s Merit 


Reduction Plan for continued “claim-free” driving 


PLUS 


PENS Maw N= 


. Payment for personal effects stolen from car—up to $100 
. Full limits death benefit under medical payments (up to 


$2,000 per person) 

Protection for entire family under specified coverages 
Protection while using other automobiles 

Medical payments for family members insured when Not 
Riding in car 


Emergency transportation expense when car is damaged or stolen 


. Up to $25 for towing and labor, even when driving another car 
. Payment of premium for bail bonds up to $5,000 

. Payment of attorney's fees for pursuing subrogation claim 

. Merit reduction of premium for claim-free driving 

. Automatic coverage for 30 days on additional automobiles 

. Waiver of depreciation on new car for 90 days 

. Waiver of deductible when collision is with another Preferred 


Risk policyholder (except Indiana, Minnesota) 


. Waiver of notice of mortgage 
. Waiver of right to repair in percentage-of-value settlement 


INSURANCE COMPANY 





6000 GRAND AVENUE — DES MOINES 4, IOWA 


“America’s First Total Abstainer’s 
Automobile Insurance Company” 


Please send me, without obligation, complete information on your automobile insurance for Total Abstainers 
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Addr 
City State 
Occupation. Make of car. Model Year. 
cig a ee MYSELF a ~ ——— No. of cylinders. 
iets O Age No. of cars in household___ 
To and from work Sex My auto insurance expires: 
—__ miles one way Married Month Day. Year. 




















Christmas in july? 


Indeed. And in April and 
October . . 


FIND OUT HOW ON PAGE 48 
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DOES THE 
BIBLE BELONG 
IN EDUCATION ? 


One hundred years ago, the 
Bible was the most important 
textbook in American schools. 
Most of the great colleges and 
universities of our nation were 
founded upon Biblical prin- 
ciples. Today, many of these 
same institutions have discard- 
ed the Bible from their curri- 
culum and their classrooms. 
The Word of God has been de- 
clared unscientific, full of 
error, controversial, old-fash- 
ioned, or just too unimportant 
to merit a place in modern 
education. 





December 1958 


eT Ten 


MIODERN man may think himself too progressive for the 

Bible. But in reality the Bible is too progressive for modern 
man. The Bible, the divine revelation of the Creator and Sus- 
tainer of our universe, has the answers for men of our Nuclear 


Age just as it had for men of all previous ages. 


DUCATION purports to lead men and women into fuller 
understanding of truth. How, then, can there be any real edu- 
cation where the Bible, the great Sourcebook of all truth, is 


excluded. 


I hes Bible has a vital role to play in the education of our young 

people, if they are to be wise and effective leaders. America 
needs men and women in government, the professions, business, 
industry, the home — young men and women who, in addition 
to other subjects, have been schooled in the greatest textbook 
of all, the Bible. 


vr responsibility of a Bible College is greater than ever 

before. It must assume responsibility for the type of college 
training the secular colleges and universities refuse to give. To 
do this, it must be strengthened by the moral, spiritual and fi- 
nancial support of people like you— people who still believe 


that the Bible has a place in modern education. 


ILADELPHIA Bible Institute is now Philadelphia College 

of Bible. We are not a liberal arts college offering some Bible 
but a College of Bible also offering liberal arts courses. This 
“Program of Progress” will require a fund of $95,000 to expand 
library facilities, enlarge our faculty, add more dormitory rooms, 
classrooms, building improvements, chapel renovation and music 


department equipment. 


HE success of this venture of faith will depend upon the sup- 
port of Christian friends all over America who stand with us’ 
in our convictions. Please write us of your prayer interest and 
support and we will send you a special booklet and letter from 


our new President, Dr. Charles C. Ryrie. We believe God has. 


sent us Dr. Ryrie to lead us in this great forward movement. 


PHILADELPHIA COLLEGE OF BIBLE, 1800 Arch Street, 
Philadelphia 3, Pennsylvania. 
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Wherever greatness appears 


in our Christian Heritage 


.- Fuller Seminary honors it! 





tion to flames on Dec. 10, 1520. 


This act symbolized defiance of the 
power before which Europe had for 


is the hallmark of Biblical faith. 


Luther taught strict allegiance to the 
Word of God...combined with full 
liberty to search for the truth. This 
same allegiance and liberty also de- 
scribe the teaching at Fuller Semi- 
nary today, over 400 years later. 


Our founder, Charles E. Fuller of The 
Old Fashioned Revival Hour, estab- 
lished this seminary to defend and 
promote the inspiration of Scripture. 


Our faculty have drawn up a statement 
of faith which is one of the strongest 
affirmations of the authority of the 
Bible found anywhere. 


Our students come from all major de- 
nominations, assured that at Fuller 
they will learn the cardinal doctrines 
of historic orthodoxy...finding their 
own denominations presented in a 
respectful and scholarly light. 

Our stated purpose is to produce Chris- 
tian leadership by combining great 
learning with great love. 

Please indicate your interest by 
mailing this coupon: 





FULLER THEOLOGICAL SEMINARY E-12 
135 N. Oakland Ave., Pasadena, Calif. 


Ol ama “pocklet “How io Select a 
oh eri “How to Select a 


(i Iam interested in helping strengthen 


Christian , would lik 
information about the aims — hn 
ities of Fuller Theological Seminary. 





NAME 





ADDRESS 





ZONE STATE 
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DEDICATION 
Unto Him that loved us, 
and washed us from our sins in His own blood, 
and hath made us to be a kingdom and 
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to Him be glory and dominion for ever and ever. Amen. 
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JEWS BORN AGAIN BY GOD'S WORD 





IF YOU BLESS THE JEWS 
GOD WILL BLESS YOU! 


4,000 years ago God said to Abraham, 
“TI will bless them that bless thee,” mean- 
ing Abraham and his descendants, the 
Jews. That promise has been fulfilled 
with absolute accuracy to nations and to 
individuals through the centuries. It is 
still true today! It cannot fail! 


We know a man and his wife who love 
the Lord and gave freely to Christian 
work. But they were in financial straits, 
hardly able to buy clothes and barely 
able to meet insurance and tax bills. 
They resolved to give freely each month 
for work among the Jews, as well as to 
other work, and they claimed by faith 
the promise: “I will bless them that bless 
thee.” Genesis 12:3. 

The Lord began to bless them finan- 
cially and in other ways. They still give 
freely each month to work among the 
Jews (and for others) and they praise 
God for leading them to make that 
resolve to bless the Jews! 


Do you want financial and spiritual 
blessing? Pray earnestly and give freely 
to provide God’s Word for Jews to lead 
them to Christ. He will bless you abun- 
dantly. Be sure to appropriate by faith 
God’s promise and act upon it! 











A BEAUTIFUL FREE GIFT 

For a limited time we are sending each donor, free and 
postpaid, a copy of a stirring book entitled, “Sowing God’s 
Word in Israel Today.” Its ten inspiring chapters tell of 
experiences of Mr. and Mrs. Davis in giving New Testa- 
ments to Jews in the land of Israel; and personal testimonies 
of Jews — one of them an atheist — telling how they found 
Christ as their Messiah and Saviour. The book contains 
137 pages, and many interesting pictures of people and 
scenes in Israel. You will enjoy this book! 


December 1958 


“A Jewish lad, 13 years old, who has been reading much 
in the Prophecy Testament, came to me the other day,’ 
with his 11-year-old sister with whom he. was sharing the. 
Book. They both accepted Christ as their personal Saviour.” 

“A Jewish lawyer received one of your Prophecy Testa- 
ments, and has been saved!” 

Thus write two earnest workers, one giving out thou- 
sands of our Prophecy Testaments to Jews in Florida, the 
other witnessing with the Testaments among the teeming 
Jewish population in New York City. 

How thankful to God we are to be able to send forth tens 
of thousands of our Prophecy Testaments, free of charge, 
to hundreds of workers among the Jews throughout the 
United States, Canada, South America, Israel, and many 
other lands! 

A pastor in South America writes: “Three Jews that I 
know of in my city have received Christ since reading your 
Spanish Prophecy New Testament.” A pastor in Argentina 
writes: “An entire Jewish family has been saved by reading 
your Prophecy Testament. The Christians in my city are 
so thrilled that they plan to place one of your New Testa- 
ments in every Jewish home in this province.” 

In another large city in South America, our co-workers 
were allowed to go right into the synagogue to offer New 
Testaments and Bibles. In one synagogue 43 Testaments 
were gratefully received by Jews. 

In the land of Israel tens of thousands of our Hebrew 
New Testaments have been and are being prayerfully 
given to hungry-hearted Jews. Pray for a great harvest! 

Our new editions of Hebrew and Yiddish Testaments 
are now being shipped. Our second edition of 35,000 Span- 
ish Testaments is on the way to South America for Jews 
there. Our latest edition of 60,000 English Prophecy Testa- 
ments is now ready and the Testaments are being dis- 
tributed among Jews in America and in other English- 
speaking lands. 

Your earnest prayers; and generous gifts sent as soon as 
possible, will be deeply appreciated, and the Lord will 
reward you according to His promise in Genesis 12:3. 





— 7 
Cut out along this line 
George T. B. Davis, Executive Secretary ET 
Million Testaments Campaigns, Inc. 
Room 1303, 1505 Race Street, Philadelphia 2, Pa. 
Dear Mr. Davis: Enclosed find $........ for helping to’ win 
Jews to Christ, with the Word of God, in Israel, in South 


America and in other lands. 
Please send me a free copy of “Sowing God’s Word in Israel 


Today.” 


Rs cs pals arsine aees es eaicenasis ZOOS: 0. PMB... ccscces 
Make checks payable to Million Testaments Campaigns, Inc. 











“The Pilgrim Bible 
is the favorite 


in my family of teen-agers and, I must 

confess, my own favorite Bible also. 

I recommend it highly everywhere I 

go. Say what you will, it is just the best 
Bible in print.” 

—JAMEs W. MERCER, D.D. 

Evangelist, Minneapolis, Minn. 


“1 have found 
the Pilgrim Bible 
most helpful... 


the cross-references invite the com- 
parison proper for interpreting Scrip- 
ture by Scripture. This combination of 
scholarship and simplicity and faith in 
the Word is most refreshing.” 
—PIERSON CURTIS, Master, 
The Stony Brook School, Stony Brook, N. Y. 


““1 have used 
the Pilgrim Bible 


constantly 


ever since it was published. All the 
footnotes and references have been 
very informative and helpful. It has 
been a privilege to recommend it.” 


—REV. JOHN B. MARCHBANKS 
Sec. Southern Bible Testimony 





\ piigrim EDITIO 


por WOOLY 
t “BIBLE 






The Pilgrim Bible explains God’s Word 
while you read. All notes, helps, etc. are 
presented with utmost simplicity and appear 
on the same page with the verse to which 
they refer. Dr. E. Schuyler English and 37 
contributors produced this annotated edi- 
tion of the AUTHORIZED KING JAMES VER- 
SION. 

THE PILGRIM EDITION OF THE HOLY BIBLE 

In various bindings from $5.50 at your bookseller 


OxFORD UNIVERSITY PRESS 
16-00 Pollitt Drive, Fair Lawn, N. J. 
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LETTERS 


Analysis of a Bishop 


I was very much interested in your 
article on Bishop Oxnam. As a Meth- 
odist pastor, serving in his district, I 
must confess it has been hard to know 
how to feel about him. He has always 
appeared to be an excellent administra- 
tor and churchman, yet his “A Testa- 
ment of Faith,” is very disappointing, to 
say the least. 

I very much like your analysis of the 
situation, which while true to the faith, 
is moved with Christian love for the 
gentleman. 





NAME WITHHELD 


Your article does nothing for him, 
less for you. You accomplish the in- 
credulous by claiming more for the 
bishop than he claims for himself. 

J. A. PAULSON 
Byron Center, Mich. 


I seriously regret that you so much 
as couple the name of Bishop Oxnam 
with that of the mighty and chosen in- 
strument of God, Martin Luther. 

It is true that Luther did call the 
Book of James and “epistle of straw,” 
when he answered a question, “Which 
are the absolutely sure and most pre- 
cious books of the New Testament?” He 
answered in sum: “The gospel of John, 
Paul’s letter to the Romans, Galatians, 
Ephesians, and I Peter. These are the 
books which show Christ and teach 
everything that is needful to know unto 
salvation. Therefore is the Epistle of 
James a real epistle of straw in com- 
parison, for it does not have an evan- 
gelical kind.” 

Luther was not passing judgment on 
the Epistle of James as such, but was 
comparing it with those other books. 
Later when writing his preface to the 
Letter of St. James, Luther said, “This 
epistle, though it was rejected by some 
fathers, I praise and hold it to be very 
good .. .” 

Is it then not quite unfair to quote 
Luther’s expression when one knows in 
what connection he used it? It’s like 
hitting under the belt. 

A man whose entire work of the Ref- 
ormation was based four-square on 
the “Sola Scriptura, Sola Gratia, Sola 
Fidei,” should not be charged with mak- 
ing the same mistakes as a Bishop 
Oxnam. Luther knew where to draw the 
line between faith and works. 

Rev. K. F. LOHRMANN 
Good Shepherd Lutheran Church 
Berwyn, Ill. 








DO YOU 
HAVE 


$300, 
$500 or 
$1,000? 


This will interest YOU... 


Our field representatives meet Christian 
men and women quite frequently who 
are looking for places to invest their 
money. Most of them need a return on 
their savings. 

Some are considering investments in 
stocks. But, because of their limited 
knowledge of stocks and bonds, they are 
reluctant to buy. Others hesitate because 
of market fluctuations, uncertainty of 
dividends, etc. 

And some tell us of disappointing ex- 
periences on their investments. 


* * * 


Without exception, all are looking for 
security . . . a guarantee that they will 
be assured of a generous income. Some- 
thing they can count on as long as they 
live . . . in good times or bad . . . regard- 
less of whether the stock market is up 
or down. 

But they’re interested in something 

e, too. 

2 « 


You should see their faces light up. . . 
when we tell them about the DOUBLE 
DIVIDENDS provided by Moody Annui- 
ties. When we tell them that Moody 
Annuities assure them of a generous, 
guaran income as long as they live (up 
to 8%% depending on their age) 
plus a share in the Lord’s work .. . 
they’re overjoyed! 

And when we tell them that every 
annuity is backed by all the resources 
of Moody Bible Institute, and that MBI 
has never missed a single payment in 
almost 50 years . . . they are convinced 
that it’s the plan for them! 


WOULD YOU LIKE TO 

RECEIVE DOUBLE DIVIDENDS 

ON YOUR MONEY? 

We'll be happy to send you the FREE book- 
let, DOUBLE DIVIDENDS, which explains the 
Moody Annuity Plan in detail. 
Contains a chart showing income 
rates for all ages, explains tax bene- 
fits and tells you all about the 
many ministries of Moody Bible 
— in which you’ll have a 
share. 


CLIP AND MAIL COUPON TODAY! 





ET-58-31-9 





Write: Carl J. Frizen, 





"se 


MOODY BIBLE INSTITUTE 

820 N. LaSalle Street « Chicago 10, Illinois 
O Please send me, without obligation, Double 
Dividends, story of Moody Annuity Plan. 
O Please send folder, Where There's a Will, 
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AFTERMATH 


Recently I turned to the bound vol- 
ume of this magazine for 1942, and my 
eye fell on an editorial entitled “After- 
math.” Some of its paragraphs are so 
relevant, 16 years later, that they can 
be read with profit again. 


It is good that the world should realize 
that it cannot carry on two major wars in 
a generation and have its cake, too. And 
those of us who know the Word of God are 
sure that things will be worse than some 
people imagine. We are constantly being 
asked if we believe that the present situa- 
tion will develop into the final set-up out- 
lined in the Word of God. Is the present 
situation the prelude to Armageddon? It 
would be folly to answer these questions 
for no man can know. All we can do is to 
note the clear outline of what is to be and 
to note the tendencies in our day which 
point to conformity with that outline. 

Certainly no man can be accused of 
fanaticism today if he remarks that the 
peace is going to be difficult to organize. 
If the war were to end tomorrow there 
would be untold suffering and misery in the 
world in a peace that would be difficult to 
direct. Many would die in famine before 
food could even get to them. We believe that 
one of two series of events lies before the 
world. Either the Lord is going to come and 
remove His own from the world and set in 
motion the train of events foretold in the 
Word, or else there will be a limping, halt- 
ing peace, far worse than the one that fol- 
lowed the last war, filled with depression 
and unrest, riot and strikes, class siruggle, 
financial collapses, repudiation of debts, 
moral bankruptcy and religious apostasy. 

If the first comes to pass the born-again 
ones will be caught up to meet the Lord. 
If the second comes to pass the born-again 
ones will be carried through in the care of 





the Lord. No matter what is in the future, 
He is in the future. 


Looking beyond the horizon of the 
United States, we readily see that, 
although not a prophecy, these words 
describe the years since World War II. 
The geographical names tell much of 
the story—China, Korea, Indochina, 
Hungary, France. We are the one 
nation that attempts to have our cake 
and eat it, too. We did not accept the 
path of harder work and lower wages. 
We went in for chrome-trimmed cars, 
while Russia went in for Sputniks. 
America has not awakened to the fact 
that the rest of the world simply will 
not tolerate our having cake while they 
have no bread. This must inevitably 
bring judgment upon us. But, once 
more, the believer can face the future 
with the same conclusion: our Lord is 
in it. 


TWO-HEADED WIVES 


We are not talking about unsaved 
wives, but about wives who are pro- 
fessing Christians. So often they come 
to us with home problems. The hus- 
band is not interested in the things of 
God, so the family drifts along with- 
out any spiritual cohesion. Perhaps 
they all go to church together on Sun- 
day morning, and the wife goes to all 
the activities of the week, but the hus- 
band seems uninterested. Why? 

Perhaps the wife has two heads. 

“But I want you to understand,” God 
tells us, “that the head of every man 
is Christ, the head of a woman is her 
husband, and the head of Christ is 





speaking engagements 





DONALD GREY BARNHOUSE 

December 8, 15, 22, 29 
New York Bible Class, Calvary Baptist 
Church, 123 W. 57th Street, New York 
City 

December 7, 14, 21, 28 
Tenth Presbyterian Church, 
Philadelphia, Pa. 

December 2, 17 (also November 19) 
St. David’s (Radnor) Church, 
Wayne, Pa. 

December 3-5 
Grace Presbyterian Church, 
Montclair, N. J. 

December 9-12 





East Glenville Church, 
Scotia, N. Y. 
RALPH L. KEIPER 
December 5 
Men‘s Fellowship, St. Paul’s Evangel- 
ical Lutheran Church, Camden, N. J. 
December 7, 14, 21 (A.M.) 
Married Couples Class, Manoa United 
Presbyterian Church, Havertown, Pa. 
December 7, 14, 21 (P.M.) 
Young Adult Fellowship, Church of the 
Covenant, Bala Cynwyd, Pa. 
December 20 
Youtharama, 
Philadelphia, Pa. 
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0,000 Gospels 
distributed free in 
Africa WEEKLY 


FREE — because, with each Gospel given away, 
we preach the message of God's free gift of 
eternal life through Jesus Christ. 


FREE — because thousands of Africans who 
would not or could not purchase Scriptures 
are being won through these Gospels. 


FREE — because newly literate Africans are 
eager for any literature — if we do not give 
them the Gospel first, Communism may win 
them through its tons of free literature. 


FREE — because there are Christians who be- 
lieve God when He says: “My word... shall 
not return unto me void.” Their gifts to The 
Pocket Testament League make the free dis- 
tribution of Gospels in Africa possible. 


Pocket Testament League evangelists are 
distributing 30,000 free Gospels a week in 
Africa — 
Your help is needed to continue the FREE 
distribution of God's Word in Africa. 
“Freely ye have received, freely give.” 
Write today to: 


INTERNATIONAL DIRECTOR 








The Pocket, Testament League 
ANGEL MEMORIAL HOUSE 2 
ARRIES ON ““"Spppiiicncig Tex 
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NEW YORK GOSPEL 
MISSION TO THE JEWS, INC. 


(Founded by the late 
Reverend and Mrs. Bernhard Angel) 
Ruth Angel, General Director 
149 Avenue B, New York 9, N, ¥ 








FLANNELGRAPHS from GENESIS to REVELATION 

Make your talks dynamic, your teaching easier with Story-O-Graph Bible 

characters. REALISTIC, E-LIKE DRAWINGS, Full COLOR, large size. 
13 colorful hand painted backgrounds 


Vis-U-Fold—Aluminum Telescopic Tripod and fabric board folds into 
compact roll. 


Write for FREE folder and price list to 
STORY-O-GRAPHS, P.O. Box 145M, Dept. 18, Pasadena, California 


HELP SAVE COMMUNISTS 


THE VOICE OF TANGIER penetrates deep into Russia, the satellite countries and Europe with 
the gospel of Jesus Christ. It is proving to be ‘the power of God unto salvation" to a potential 
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HMM listening audience of 70 million souls. Your prayers and partnership are needed. 
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Write for our new “Broadcast to Russia’’ plan. 
Receive free from Tangier a beautiful hand-painted wall pennant. 
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ALASKA IS CALLING 


The Slavic Gospel Association has been preaching the Gospel in Alaska for 20 years. 
Beginning January, 1958, our work there became known as the ALASKA GOSPEL 
ASSOCIATION, of the Slavic Gospel Association. 
More Bible-trained missionaries are needed. 
The work is carried on in the English language. 
The Holy Scriptures and Gospel literature are being distributed; Christ-centered activities 
for children, youth, adults and servicemen are conducted. 
Six mission stations have been established. We still have a deficit on 4 of the Gospel 
chapels. Perhaps some friends would like to have a share in clearing this debt. 

For more information write to : 


ALASKA GOSPEL ASSOCIATION 
OF SLAVIC GOSPEL ASSOCIATION 


Rev. Peter Deyneka, General Director 
Dept. EA, 2434 N. Kedzie Bivd. Chicago 47, Illinois 
MUCH PRAYER, MUCH POWER, new book by Peter ee Russian missi Y, gelist. 
Order now . . . $1 
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NEWS from EASTERN 


EASTERN is making news through a 
rapid program of expansion and devel- 
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FOR YOUR LIFETIME!... 


If you are interested in security and peace of mind . . . an assured, 
generous income for life . . . plus a share in training young people 
for fruitful, Christian lives and service — you'll be interested in 
the Wheaton College Annuity Investment Plan. It 
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God” (I Cor. 11:3). I can hear the 
outraged cry that goes up from many 
a woman, “But if I didn’t use my head, 
where would we be?” 

There are two ways in which a 
Christian woman can use her head. She 
can use it to think independently and 
for her own interests, or she can use 
it to think in the spiritual terms that 
God has laid down. With delight she 
learns the joy of knowing it is his 
house, his home; the children are his; 
she is his wife. When a woman realizes 
and acknowledges this, the life of the 
home can be transformed, and the life 
of her husband also. 

Nothing is better calculated to 
smooth the rough corners of a man 
than the realization that his wife loves 
him, and that she loves him in the way 
God intended a woman to love a man. 
When a man sees his wife centering 
her whole life in him, he realizes that 
this is more than mere human love; 
there is a divinity in the daily round 
of chores and the providing for his 
comfort. When he understands what 
God has said, that the man was not 
created for the woman but the woman 
for the man (I Cor. 11:9), the hus- 
band will soon learn that in the Lord 
he is not independent of his wife (11: 
11). 

And the woman who follows this 
spiritual direction will more than likely 
find that she is getting what she wants 
without taking it. A woman is never 
happy with what she takes, only with 
what is given her in love. By losing 
her selfish head she is no longer a 
monstrosity but what the Lord meant 
her to be. And therein she will find 
all joy. 


ETERNITY’S DAUGHTER 


For the past two years Miss Toshii 
Shimoda, who came home with us from 
Japan in 1956, has been doing excellent 
work in Princeton Theological Semi- 
nary, maintaining a real witness for the 
Lord as well as a very high standard of 
scholarship. She has passed the middle 
point of her stay in this country; in two 
years she will return to Japan, a trained 
missionary to fit into the life of her 
people without being supported. from 
America. 

To my mind, this is a most important 
aspect of missionary work. Approxi- 
mately $900 is needed at this time to 
meet her expenses here. Anyone who 
wishes to share in this worthwhile work 
may send a check made out to the Evan- 
gelical Foundation and marked “For 
Toshii.” A receipt for income tax pur- 
poses will be forwarded immediately. 
We deeply appreciate the gifts that have 
been sent during the past two years for 
the education of this wonderful girl. 


ETERNITY 








HE GAVE HIS ONLY SON 


By SAMUEL M. SHOEMAKER 


This warm Christmas mediation expresses the 
truth of Jolin 3:16 in a fresh and vigorous way. 


Onze VERSE perhaps more than 
any other, compresses the whole gospel into one com- 
plete statement. We are so familiar with these words 
that we tend to say them almost unthinkingly, and 
even hurriedly. There is no better day to consider them 
than Christmas Day, and no better words to consider 
on Christmas. Day. They contain three clear statements 
which concern the background of the Incarnation, the 
fact of the Incarnation, and the purpose of the Incar- 
nation. 

“God so loved the world . . .” is plainly an assump- 
tion. Nobody knows what goes on in the heart of God, 
except as we judge by His works in the world. Why do 
we believe in the love of God? Certainly, other things 
attest it besides the coming of Christ into the world. 

Creation itself attests it. A God great enough to bring 
about Creation is greater than His creation and in- 
dependent of it. He did not need to make it. He made 
it because He chose to do so. And why? We must let 
our imaginations run out into the infinite spaces of the 
universe. These stars and planets, whirling forever in 
immeasurable space, seen by us mostly when our own 
little planet is darkened from the sun “utter forth a 


The author is rector of Calvary Episcopal Church, Pittsburgh, 
Pa., and author of many inspirational books. 
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glorious voice; forever singing as they shine, ‘The hand 
that made us is divine.’ ” 

Men will divide on this. The sheer materialist will 
say that there is no God, that these things need no cre- 
ation for they always were and always will be. There is 
nothing behind them but the material energies of a 
material universe. This is part of the Communist creed 
—as fixed and dogmatic a creed as ever authoritarian 
religion laid down. So you must take your choice. Go 
out on any clear, crisp winter’s night, and look up into 
the midnight skies, and watch the stars. You can draw 
back in skeptical refusal to accredit them to God, or 
you can move forward till wonder becomes worship. 
Nothing can force you to believe, unless it be the very 
wonder of it all, unless the desperate hunger of the hu- 
man heart for meaning and message overcomes the 
skepticism born so often of personal despair and frus- 
tration, unless some feeling comes overwhelmingly 
upon you that behind the stars Someone is seeking to 
commune with you, unless these things are true, you 
may feel you have to join the company of the skeptics. 

But there are many people, and among them the 
best scientists, who simply cannot go along with you. 
They feel that instead of its being too good to be true 
that there is a God, it is too good not to be true! Cre- 
ation is quite unexplainable without God. 

Consider also the very uniformity in creation which 
makes science possible. Have you ever thought of the 
amazing connotation of the word “universe,” clearly 
implying oneness throughout, even in the words used 








by the most materialistic of scientists? The fact of 
Truth in human life and experience seems to me an- 
other attestation of God. The deep-hidden desire for 
purpose and meaning in life—where did these come 
from if they were not divinely implanted in us? 

Turn now to the Fact of the Incarnation: “He gave 
His only begotten Son . . .” Here is an event with an 
interpretation. The event, the birth of Jesus of Naz- 
areth, no man disputes. No man with any inkling of 
history disputes His existence, nor His profound effect 
upon the world. He lived in a human body. He suffered 
as we do. He died upon a cross. These things are sim- 
ple facts. 

But this verse calls Him God’s only begotten Son. 
This involves interpretation. This puts Jesus in a dif- 
ferent category from other good men, and from other 
men altogether. His humanity is not disputed, but this 
surely implies a unique relation to God. It is the as- 
sumption of the Creeds, of the historic Church, of 
Christian believers from the beginning till now, that He 
is God’s Son in an unique sense—not just “God’s Son,” 
but His “only begotten Son.” There has never been, 
will never be, another like Christ. You sometimes hear 
a foolish discussion whether any man might ever be- 
come Christ. Whatever his moral greatness or good- 
ness, no man—good or otherwise—will ever attain the 
uniqueness of Christ. 

But the verse was never intended to stir up hair- 
splitting theology. It simply tells us that, in Christ, God 
came into the world. He came Himself. He gave in 
Christ no evidence of His being one with Him save the 
evidence of sheer quality and worth. We know various 
degrees of goodness in other men—sometimes very 
high degrees of it. We see the quality of godliness in 
men and women. But always along with it we see some- 
thing that negates and degrades it. And not so with 
Him. 

It becomes very true that the interpretation is in- 
separable from the fact. We must say just what the 
verse says, “He gave his only begotten Son. . .” 

This is not a truth that can never find verification. It 
finds support in our own increasing experience of Him. 
The more we accept these great truths concerning Him, 
the more we find ourselves facing life’s realities with a 
fresh view and interpretation, with a courage, and a 
realism, and a faith that take the chaos and the bitter- 
ness from life, and put purpose and confidence in their 
place. 

There remains the question of how we can reconcile 
the ever present problem of evil with the love of God. 
No man has ever yet wholly removed the mystery of 
this. But the more one thinks about it, the more does 
one see that our wish that God might have made all 
evil and suffering impossible forever is itself a literal 


8 Come to Jesus as you are and let Him make you what you ought to be. 


impossibility. It negates human freedom. It would 
make life meaningless because static. There could 
be no growth, and so no character. God chose to 
make people and this meant freedom, to do evil as 
well as good. There can be a will to holy love behind 
all this. 

The Purpose of the Incarnation appears in the final 
phrase, “that whosoever believeth in him should not 
perish, but have everlasting life.” God did not mani- 
fest His divine love towards man, nor merely reveal 
Himself in Christ that we might know His nature. He 
wanted something to happen as a result of these things. 
He wanted us not to be lost—not to ‘perish’—perish as 
a child can perish when lost in the mountains on a cold 
winter’s night, for want of someone’s coming to the 
rescue. 

In Christ, God Himself came to the rescue. Without 
Him we are lost, all of us. Many people live very 
blessed. and happy lives in His world, without ac- 
knowledging Him: they are as lost as the rest of us, 
even as they live upon blessings they do not acknowl- 
edge, and enjoying undeserved privileges. 


TWO REDEMPTIONS 


There are two redemptions: the redemption from 
evil and futility in this world, and the redemption from 
death and condemnation in the next. I have seen as 
much hell in some lives here on earth as I ever could 
expect to see in Hell. Extreme self-centeredness is one 
such hell, where life grows smaller and smaller minute 
by minute, like the whirl-pool of water gradually cir- 
cling round and round, getting narrower and narrower 
as it comes to the mouth of the drain and then dis- 
appears altogether. Bitter and relentless hate is an- 
other, feeding upon its own harshness till it wears 
away the very soul in which it dwells, and so often 
reflecting itself in bodily aches and ailments of a hun- 
dred kinds. Futility is perhaps the greatest hell of all— 
meaninglessness, loss of the sense of personal signif- 
icance and of being of use to anyone. From this kind of 
‘perishing’ Christ comes to save us. He centers us in 
Himself and in others. He puts forgiveness where there 
was hate. He fills life with pulsing meaning, and gives 
joy in place of the old futility. 

And the eternal aspect of it begins here and now, for 
the Christian faith and life are a kind of eternity in the 
midst of time. This goes on, unhindered, unrestricted, 
unbound by the old ties and tensions of the body, in a 
condition where the body has become a ‘spiritual body’ 
and the life and personality are free forever more. This 
is the real and great gift of Christ to us. All that He 
does for us here and now is of great moment to us in 
the present; but His gift of eternal life will still be with 

(Continued on page 43) 


ETERNITY 


By Donald Grey Barnhouse 


TEMPTATION & how to meet it 


If you will absorb this exceedingly practical article, your Christian life will never be quite the same again. 


Many CHRISTIANS are defeated 
because they do not understand that there are three 
kinds of temptation and that a different method must 
be used to combat each kind. Let me illustrate: 

During World War II, many hotels on Miami Beach 
were used to house cadets who were learning to fly for 
the Army and the Navy. Now suppose that a great ex- 
plosion had wrecked one of those hotels. A few minutes 
later the FBI is throwing up roadblocks all around 
Miami, and you ask, “Why are you putting up road- 
blocks?” 

“Well, there was an explosion and we are trying to 
catch the saboteurs.” 

Then somebody says, “But the explosion was caused 
by a shell lobbed in from a German U-boat.” 

“Oh, well, get the Navy, you can’t fight a submarine 
with the FBI and automobiles, you must go after it 
with ships.” 

So a few minutes later the destroyers are on the 
move and somebody says, “You know, actually an 
enemy air bomber dropped that shell.” 

“Airplane?” 

“Well, send airplanes to get an airplane.” 

You use the FBI to catch saboteurs; you attack air- 
planes with airplanes, and the ships go after ships. You 
cannot chase a saboteur up a back alley in a jet plane. 

Now to apply this illustration. Temptation comes to 
us from three sources: the world, the flesh, and the 
devil. Each employs a different type of temptation, and 
God has given us three different means of defense 
against them. The reason so many Christians are de- 
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feated is because they use the technique for meeting a 
devilish temptation to face the flesh, and to meet the 
world they use the technique intended to defeat the 
devil. The result is they are in as great confusion as if 
they had tried to chase a submarine in an automobile. 

When I first began to think along these lines, I spent 
more than an hour one day trying to find a Bible verse 
that speaks of “the world, the flesh and the devil.” For 
a while I thought there was a mistake in my concord- 
ance, but I discovered that these three things are not 
found in any one verse. So I began to track down this 
phrase, so common in our language, and discovered 
that apparently it originated in the 16th century when 
an Anglican minister wrote a prayer for one of the 
early editions of the Church of England Prayer Book in 
connection with the christening of a child. The prayer 
was, “Lord, we pray Thee to preserve this infant from 
the flesh, the devil and the world.” And as far I know 
that’s the first time that these three were ever organized 
into one sentence. 

Years ago when I first became pastor of my church 
in Philadelphia, a dear old lady came to see me. I had 
been warned that she was quite a gossip. She settled 
herself in my study, smoothed out her skirts and patted 
back her hair and said, “Dr. Barnhouse, I think you 
ought to know something about some of the officials in 
this church.” 

I said, “Yes?” 

She said, “Now there’s Mr. and Mrs. So and So. 
They’re very worldly.” 

I replied, “Well, as a matter of fact, I have been en- 








tertained in their home, and I don’t think they’re 
worldly at all.” 

“Oh, but she smokes!” 

I answered, “That isn’t worldliness.” 

“Oh, yes it is!” 

I said, “No it isn’t. Excuse me, that is the flesh. It 
has nothing to do with the world.” 

“Well,” she said, “they serve cocktails.” 

I said, “That is not the world, that is the flesh.” 

After we had talked a while, I said, “You will be 
surprised to learn that I consider you the most worldly 
woman in this church.” 

“Oh, Dr. Barnhouse!” 

She replied: “I don’t dance; I don’t play cards; I 
don’t go to the movies; I don’t drink; I don’t smoke!” 

“Nevertheless,” I said, “you are the most worldly 
person in this church.” 

“But Dr. Barnhouse, I don’t do these things.” 

I said, “That’s the whole point, these things are not 
worldly. And the devil got a big victory when he made 
you think that such things are worldly; actually they 
are fleshly.” 

“Now,” I said, “I shall explain why I consider you 
worldly. You put on a political campaign to get your 
husband elected elder; that is worldliness. And here is 
another example. When the ladies of the church met 
in their different circles at one another’s homes, and 
refreshments were served, they felt humiliated and em- 
barrassed because they could not entertain in your 
lavish style. You would say, ‘Oh, yes, we bought this 
table linen in Madrid, and we bought that china in 
England.’ And you were always careful to call atten- 
tion to the family coat of arms, and to the painting 
of your ancestor who was a colonial governor. That is 
worldliness—to desire prestige, social leadership, to 
want to dominate and to impress others with your im- 
portance.” That is the world; the things about which 
this old lady talked come from the flesh. 


RUN AWAY! 
The temptation of the flesh comes to you from the 
nature of fallen Adam, and there is only one way to 
meet it—run away! Paul wrote to Timothy, “Shun 
youthful passions” (II Tim. 2:22). And Peter warned, 
“Abstain from the passions of the flesh that wage war 
against your soul” (I Pet. 2:11). But someone says, 
“Isn’t that cowardly?” No, it is not cowardly, because 
God has said that the only way to deal with the flesh is 
to have it crucified, and the only way to accomplish 
that is to run away. As an example, suppose liquor is 
a temptation to you. Of course you do not go where it 
is served. Perhaps you meet someone you haven’t seen 
for ten years and he says, “Hi, Joe, how are you? Let’s 
have a drink.” You say, “No, I don’t drink.” 
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“Well, come along and have a ginger ale.” Famous 
last words. 

You see, you must run away. Don’t even enter a 
place where your flesh can be tempted. I shall not dis- 
cuss the usual temptations of the flesh, for I believe we 
need to recognize fleshly temptations that are far more 
subtle. No one can act the part of the Holy Spirit and 
tell another Christian what to do. As I read my Bible I 
see that God Almighty hates setting up a set of rules 
for the Christian life. Instead of rules, God wants your 
life to be possessed by the Holy Spirit. 

We are like an empty glove. His hand is to fill the 
glove, and His power is to move us. And when any- 
body comes to me with a big list which says, “I don’t 
do this, and this, and this,” I say, “Let’s add L.P. 
records and chocolates to the list.” 

You see, I know someone who flunked a course in 
college because he spent his time listening to Beethoven 
symphonies. Listening to Beethoven can be as much a 
sin of the flesh as eating too much chocolate candy, or 
attending movies or dancing or spending too much on 
clothes. In other words, stop thinking about things and 
see to it that Jesus Christ is Lord. When you run away 
from the temptations of the flesh, you will discover 
that God will give you the power to overcome these 
things. But you must say, “Lord Jesus Christ, here is 
my old nature and it must be crucified.” 


TWO DIRTY PLACES 

The Bible teaches us that the Christian life must be 
lived in two dirty places. Galatians speaks of “the life 
that I now live in the flesh;” that is one dirty place. 
And the Apostle John tells us that we are in the world; 
so the Christian triumphs and flowers like a lily in a 
manure pile. The Christian life is to be lived in the 
flesh and in the world, but with the triumph of God 
the Holy Spirit possessing every part of your being, 
giving you discernment, and enabling you to make your 
choices with a yielded will, disciplined by His presence 
within you. 

Now a great many people have a counterfeit sanc- 
tification. They are self-crucified. I once read a de- 
tective story in which the detective said, “There are a 
thousand ways of committing murder, and each one 
can be applied psychologically to a different type of 
personality.” 

And I thought, although there are a thousand ways 
to commit murder, there are only 999 ways to com- 
mit suicide. You can shoot someone else, you can shoot 
yourself. You can drown someone else, you can drown 
yourself. You can push someone over a cliff, you can 
jump over a cliff, and so on. However, here is the ex- 
ception: you can crucify somebody else, but you can- 
not crucify yourself. 
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And yet, many Christians publicly beat the nails 
through their feet and say, “See how sanctified and 
yielded I am! Hear me bang the hammer!” And then 
they drive the blade through one hand and say, “See, 
I am crucified with Christ!” 

But while they are crucifying one outbreak, the flesh 
is working in another part of their beings. You cannot 
complete the crucifixion of yourself; you must sit in 
judgment with Jesus Christ, because “the love of Christ 
controls us, because we are convinced that one has 
died for all; therefore all have died. And he died for all, 
that those who live might live no longer for themselves 
but for him who for their sake died and was raised” 
(II Cor. 5:14, 15). Christ alone can crucify the flesh; 
our part is to hand it over to Him. 

Now let us look at the temptations that come from 
the devil. These are temptations in the realm of the 
spirit and in connection with doctrine. The devil is 
very clever at camouflage. 


THE DEVIL’S AIM 

For instance, many people believe the doctrine about 
the devil set forth in the works of Dante, Goethe, and 
Milton. Now these are wonderful poetry, but believe 
me, you must cast aside Dante’s Inferno, Goethe’s 
Faust and Milton’s Paradise Lost if you wish to under- 
stand the Bible doctrine about Satan, because these 
poems are theologically false. For example, Goethe’s 
Faust sells his soul to the devil. Not a line in the Bible 
teaches that Satan can buy a soul. The miracle plays of 
the Middle Ages have given people the idea that Satan 
has horns and hoofs and a spiked tail. Of course, no- 
body believes in a devil like that, so people say, 
“There is no devil.” And that is just what Satan wants 
people to think. But we must understand that Satan is 
a person, an evil, malignant spirit with sinister knowl- 
edge, devilish feelings, and a will utterly opposed to 
God. 

Now Satan is not trying to make good men bad and 
bad men worse. He is trying to get men to be good 
without Jesus Christ. The devil makes some people 
think that he is in Hell and that he runs Hell, but no- 
where does the Bible say that the devil has ever been 
in Hell or that when he gets there he will run Hell. The 
terrible thing about Hell is that God runs Hell. When 
Satan ultimately reaches Hell, he will be the chief 
victim. 

Now Satan’s temptation is to make you compromise 
a little on spiritual lines. After all, do we need to be so 
serious about creeds? Can’t you be a Christian without 
believing in the virgin birth? No, you cannot; because if 
Jesus Christ had a human father, He was a sinful child 
of Adam and died in Adam, and someone would have 
had to die for Him. But I Corinthians 15:47 says, “The 
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first man Adam was of the earth, a man. of dust; the’ 
second man Christ is from heaven.” — “ae 

Now, there are a great many counterfeits of Chris- 
tianity, and we must realize that the more nearly a re- 
ligion resembles true Christianity, the more dangerous 
it is. If someone made a wooden counterfeit of a silver 
dollar, he would fool nobody; if he made it of lead, he 
would deceive a few people. If he put 10 per cent silver 
in it, still more people would accept it as genuine, and 
if he put 40 per cent silver in, he could pass it to al- 
most anyone. 

Now the closest counterfeit to religion is the idea 
that you can have a part in your salvation. This is not 
true, and this is the mark of the counterfeit in religion. 
Whenever you see a religion which includes human 
character and works, church membership, baptism 
rites and ceremonies as part payment for salvation, be 
sure that this is the devil’s religion. 

Now how are you to meet a temptation from the 
devil? The way to meet a temptation from the flesh is 
to run away. But the way to meet a temptation from 
the devil is to stand up and fight. James 4:7: “Resist 
the devil and he will flee from you.” When I first came 
to Christ the man who had the greatest spiritual influ- 
ence on me said, “There are times of spiritual conflict 
when I put my finger on a verse and I say, ‘God Al- 
mighty, You are not a liar; now here’s the promise. 
Make it good!’ 

(Continued on page 46) 
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CHRISTMAS PAGEANT— 


Is IT REALLY TRUE—that the 
dramatic presentation of the Christmas story over 
which your Sunday RE TS so hard, will 
really be a tragedy? 

Not necessarily—perhaps yours may be a Christmas 
pageant in which the Savior is truly honored, the real 
meaning of Christmas proclaimed, and hearts are 
warmed and drawn closer to Him; for a Sunday school 
presentation that can bring about such results is pos- 
sible. But it is all too sadly true that in many churches, 
perhaps in most churches, even evangelical and Bible- 
believing churches, the annual Sunday school Christ- 
mas program is just that—a tragedy. 

Why is this so? Are dramatic presentations of the 
Christmas story wrong? Should true Christians rule 
out this means of commemorating the Savior’s birth? 








On the contrary, the Christmas pageant is a power- 
ful teaching tool. Children love it; they will eagerly 
learn parts for it. Parents who may never come to 
church at any other time will come to watch their chil- 
dren perform in it. It can be a real opportunity to store 
children’s minds with scriptural truths and to reach 
It is not the pageant itself that is wrong; it is in our use 
of this medium that the tragedy lies. 

The tragedy lies in the poverty of our choice of ma- 
terial. With all the abundance and wealth of both good 
and beautiful teaching material that is our Christian 
heritage, most Sunday schools in picking a pageant 
seem to select something that is in essence utterly alien 
to the true meaning of Christmas. 

This tragedy of choice exists for two reasons. 




















Why does one of the greatest opportunities 
of the Sunday school year often degenerate 
into an insipid travesty upon Christianity? 


By E. MARGARET CLARKSON 


SUNDAY SCHOOL TRAGEDY 


The first is simply a matter of time. If a pageant of 
true spiritual significance is to be found, and then be 
taught in such a manner as to catch every child and 
teacher up into its real spiritual meaning, time must be 
taken in preparation. 

A committee cannot be appointed about the middle 
or end of October or even later, to find and produce a 
pageant that will mean anything vital in the life of the 
Sunday school and congregation. Because this is the 
way Christmas planning is usually done, the result is 
so often spiritual tragedy—a hasty settling for some- 
thing that doesn’t quite measure up to our hopes; a 
hurried running-through of a few Christmas carols; a 
few frantic rehearsals, often leading to the complete 
disruption of the entire school teaching program for 
three or four weeks; then a hectic hour of producing 
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with excited, half-taught youngsters a pageant whose 
spiritual content will not stand up to any kind of 
thoughtful analysis—and the Sunday school pageant 
is over for another year, thank goodness! Yes, it was 
lovely, wasn’t it! The children really did very well, con- 
sidering the short time we had to prepare it. And so it 
goes. 

Time! Time taken in praying, in planning, in choos- 
ing, in adapting to one’s particular needs, in careful 
preparation and diligent teaching of the spiritual truths 
of Christmas to the children—time could have made 
all the difference between a spiritual tragedy and a real 
spiritual impact. 

The second reason that spells tragedy for so many 
of our Sunday school Christmas presentations is more 
deep-seated than the failure to plan early enough. It is 
the appalling lack of insight on the part of Sunday 
school workers as to what constitutes suitable program 
material for a spiritually-minded church. The market 
is surfeited today with commercially-produced Christ- 
mas material, but only a minute fraction of it contains 
anything of spiritual truth. Most of it should have no 
place at all in a truly Christian church; yet we find it 
every year in churches which supposedly have the 
spiritual interests of their children at heart. Why? 
They have left themselves almost no time to look, and 
such pseudo-Christian material is found in ready abun- 
dance everywhere, even in Christian bookstores; but 
strangest and saddest of all, the people who use such 
material seem to be. utterly unaware of its spiritual 
deficiencies. 

Such material is produced by publishers of every 
kind, sometimes even by the evangelical press. Pub- 
lishing houses exist and advertise themselves as being 
able to supply everything necessary for the Sunday 
school, whose managements make no pretense of be- 
ing born-again believers, and who do not require the 
writers of their program material to have any spiritual 
interests at heart, but will quite frankly state that they 
want their writers to know and understand both liberal 


The author, a teacher in the Ontario public school system, is a 
well known author in Christian periodicals. 
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and fundamental viewpoints, and be able to write so 
that their material will be acceptable to churches of 
both types. That is tragedy in itself; what is infinitely 
greater tragedy is that we who do know the Lord and 
honestly desire to bring our children to know Him use 
such material seemingly quite unaware of the fact that 
it is only pseudo-Christian, making use of Scripture 
and carols and the Manger Scene but having about it 
nothing of the life of the Spirit of God. Where is our 
spiritual perception, our Christian insight, with regard 
to what is truly of God? 


INSIDIOUS CAROLS 


Take the matter of Christmas songs. A Sunday 
school choir is formed to sing at the Christmas service. 
Our song books are full of hymns and carols whose 
lovely words are alive with spiritual truths, truths which 
our children could understand and come to experience 
if we taught them thoroughly and carefully enough, 
and what do we teach our choirs? Little tinkly ditties 
about Christmas bells, how they swell, with songs of 
peace that never cease, lovely, lovely bells! Or we go 
to infinite pains to teach a two-part arrangement of 
“O Holy Night!”—one of the most insidious travesties 
of the true Christmas message ever written, but gift- 
wrapped with an appealing broken-chord accompani- 
ment that few Christians seem able to resist; or “The 
Birthday of a King,” a melodious little number whose 
innocuous words say precisely nothing at all; and the 
Devil laughs. Yet our evangelical churches are so in- 
filtrated with this sort of thing that the person who 
dares to stand up against it is likely to have to stand 
alone, and will be far from popular. 

What can be done about this tragic situation? 

First of all, we can begin our Christmas planning 
on time. If those who choose our programs had ade- 
quate time to read many programs, good and bad, it 
is probable that more good ones would be chosen. 
Haste certainly helps to confuse the issue, and is one 
of the reasons for our lack of perception in these mat- 
ters. Program committees should be set up about April, 
and be functioning by June. By September, all plans 
should be laid out as to what program is to be used, 
and how it is to be taught. As soon as the Fall Rally 
Day is over, the long-range plans should be put into 
effect, and the Christmas project in Christian edu- 
cation be woven into the life of the school, gradually, 
slowly at first, but stepping up in tempo as the weeks 
wear on. 

Second, Sunday school staffs can take steps to clar- 
ify their aims in the Christmas project. Discussions on 
program material can be held, and a clearly-defined 
policy laid down. Some church official who has insight 
into such matters, possibly the minister himself, or a 
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perceptive teacher, could be asked to give a talk to 
the staff as to what constitutes a good, spiritual pro- 
gram, and what are the earmarks of pseudo-Christian 
material. It is appalling how many Christians, even 
intelligent, well-taught Christians, just don’t seem to 
know how a good program differs from a poor one. 

When the aims are clarified, the committee should 
search widely for their material. There are good pro- 
grams. They are fewer in number than the poor ones, 
and harder to find, but they do exist. Don’t ask the 
advice of the average clerk in a Christian book store; 
she may simply name you the current best-seller in 
the field—very probably an indication that that is just 
what you do not want. 


HOW TO CHOOSE 


Read the program yourself, and see what it says. 
Compare it with several others. Does it merely tell 
the Christmas story, or does it make some attempt to 
portray its meaning for mankind? Is that meaning 
delineated merely as a _ peace-on-earth-goodwill-to- 
men, man-to-man-the-world-o’er-shall-brothers-be, idea, 
or does it bring out that peace with God through 
the blood of His Cross must come to each individual 
heart before there can be any other peace? Does Beth- 
lehem link up with Calvary, with a dying and a risen 
and an ascended Savior? For Bethlehem alone can 
never save us, nor bring peace and joy to earth. Beth- 
lehem is juncture for Calvary, and nothing more. This 
we must teach our children, and make it meaningful 
and real to them. Will the pageant you are considering 
help you to do this? 

You may be fortunate enough to find one that meets 
your needs entirely. If you do, be sure you tell the pub- 
lisher, and recommend it to all your friends. Or you 
may find that part of one and part of another can be 
put together to make a presentation that will be more 
spiritually forceful than either of the two alone. Or 
you may find that one pageant, with certain changes, 
can be adapted to your needs. Don’t be afraid to sub- 
stitute hymns and re-arrange Scriptures to bring out a 
stronger emphasis on points you want to stress in the 
Christmas presentation. 

Perhaps the most useful program is the one you 
work out yourself. You have an open Bible, an open 
hymn book; you know the Lord. You know what you 
want to teach. Why not pray about it, and from these 
sources, which are all that any writer has to work with, 
work out a pageant or program that will do what you 
want it to do for your children and your community? 
Why not try it? 

When your program is ready in your own mind, use 
it as part of your teaching material from September to 

(Continued on page 46) 
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By J. OSWALD SANDERS The answer to this question will determine whether or not your Christian life 
will be truly victorious and whether or not your personat witness will ever become spiritually fruitful. 


Tue MIND of man is a battle- 
ground. On it every moral and spiritual battle is fought. 
Because of its inherited bias toward sin, the natural 
mind is hostile to God and does not submit to God’s 
law—“indeed it cannot” (Rom. 8:7). 

Recognizing this fatal disability, Paul counsels the 
believers in Rome: “Be not conformed to this world: 
but be ye transformed by the renewing of your mind” 
(Rom. 12:2). He made it his objective “to capture 
every thought until it acknowledges the authority of 
Christ” (II Cor. 10:5. Phillips). His challenge to the 
Philippians was: “Let this mind be in you, which was 
also in Christ Jesus” (Phil. 2:5). It should therefore 
be your supreme objective to have your mind so com- 
pletely transformed that it will be an accurate reflection 
of the mind of Christ. 

When Paul writes, “Let this mind be in you, which 
was also in Christ Jesus,” he is throwing out a tremen- 
dous challenge, which he reinforces with what is prob- 
ably the greatest Christological chapter in the 
New Testament. Different expositors have variously 
rendered this verse, and each translation shows a differ- 
ent facet of the truth: 

“Reflect in your own mind of Christ” (Lightfoot); 

“Let the governing impulse of your life be the same 
as was in Christ Jesus” (Cash); 


The author, general director of the China Inland Mission, pre- 
sented the following devotional message at the annual conven- 
tion of Evangelical Literature Overseas last year. 
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“Cherish the disposition which was in Christ Jesus;” 

“Let Christ be your example as to what your attitude 
should be” (Phillips) ; 

So then, the mind of Christ was His entire inner dis- 
position, His thoughts, desires, motives, the governing 
impulse of His life. 

Is not this the reason we Christians make so slight an 
impression on a cynical and materialistic world—be- 
cause we manifest so little of the mind, the disposition 
of Christ? They see little in our lives which would make 
it worth their while sacrificing that they already have. 
Dr. J. Stuart Holden expressed it: “The world does not 
believe in Him whom it has not seen because it has 
cause not to believe in us whom it has seen.” Only the 
manifesting of the other-worldly Christ-mind in its ut- 
ter contrast to the natural and carnal mind will con- 
vince men that we have something worthy of the sacri- 
fice of all else. 

This remarkable passage reveals that the Christ- 
mind expressed itself similarly in both His incarnate 
and His preincarnate state. Let us see how the Christ- 
mind expressed itself in the preincarnate state. 

“Who, being in the form of God, thought it not rob- 
bery to be equal with God, but made himself of no 
reputation (emptied himself) and took upon him the 
form of a servant” (Phil. 2:6-7). The word “form” 
used here refers to essential attributes, not mere ex- 
ternal appearance: not to superficial likeness but to es- 
sential Godhead. 
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How did the Christ-mind express itself in His pre- 
existent state? He did not count equality with God, 
with all its attendant majesty, a thing to be greedily 
grasped and held at all costs. Instead, He emptied 
Himself. By a sublime act of self-abnegation He re- 
signed all His glories, voluntarily accepted certain limi- 
tations and veiled His majesty, that He might become 
Mediator between God and man. But there is no sug- 
gestion that this self-emptying involved the laying aside 
of His diety. The emptying is specifically said to consist 
in His taking the form of a slave. Being conscious of an 
equal place in the Godhead with the Father, He could 
never be other than God. But there were some things 
He could and did renounce. While not empty of divine 
powers, He determined not to use them. Bengel’s sug- 
gestion is: “He remained full, yet bore Himself as 
though He were empty.” He voluntarily renounced the 
outward display of His majesty and the independent 
exercise of some of His attributes. Instead of a sover- 
eign, He became a slave. Milton wrote: 


“That glorious form, that light insufferable 
And that far-beaming blaze of majesty, 
Wherewith He wont at heaven’s high council table 
To sit the midst of Trinal unity, 
He laid aside: and here with us to be, 
Forsook the courts of everlasting day 
And chose with us a darksome house of clay.” 


He “was made in the likeness of men: and being 
found in fashion as a man, he humbled himself, and be- 
came obedient unto death, even the death of the cross” 
(Phil. 2:7-8). He became really like men. In every- 
thing which strikes the senses—hearing, figure, actions, 
manner of life—He was truly man. All the weaknesses 
and sinless infirmities of human nature were there. And 
how was the Christ-mind expressed in the days of His 
flesh? “He humbled himself, and became obedient 
unto . . . the death of the cross.” His inner disposition 
was one of utter self-abnegation and self-abandon- 
ment, even though it involved Him in the lowest depths 
of infamy. His humiliation involved not only giving up 
His place in diety, but even surrendering His place in 
humanity. 


THE DOWNWARD STEPS 


It is striking that each downward step which our 
Lord took in His humiliation would have permitted 
some amelioration which would not have affected the 
validity of His atoning work. He need not have been 
born in a manger, lived in a labourer’s home in a de- 
spised town, attended a village school, earned His liv- 
ing by the sweat of His face. He deliberately chose the 
lowliest place that He might evidence the attitude of 
mind He expected in His disciples. We are to cherish 
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and reflect the mind which brought the Son of God 
down from a throne of glory to a cross of shame. 

This display of the mind of Christ is progressive. It 
began with “counting,” it led to self-abasement, and it 
culminated in self-oblation. 

These three attitudes of mind are evident in the lives 
of Moses and Paul. 

“Counting”—Christ did not count equality with God 
a thing to be grasped. 

Moses esteemed “the reproaches of Christ greater 
riches than the treasures of Egypt” (Heb. 11:26). 

Paul counted “all things but loss for the excellency of 
the knowledge of Christ Jesus” his Lord (Phil. 3:8). 
The very things in which he previously took greatest 
pride, he counted loss for Christ (Phil. 3:7). Every- 
thing which followed in the lives of Paul and Moses 
sprang from this attitude of mind. They did not cling 
avidly to their rights, but gladly renounced them in the 
interests of others. 

“Self-abasement”—Christ humbled Himself to take 
“the form of a slave.” 

Moses humbled himself, choosing rather to suffer 
affliction with the people of God—a horde of slaves 
rather than to “enjoy the pleasures of sin for a season” 
(Heb. 11:25). 

Paul delighted to call himself “the bondslave of 
Jesus Christ.” 


COVETING NOTHING 


““Self-Oblation”—Christ chose “death, even the 
death of the cross” that a lost humanity might be re- 
deemed. 

Moses in self-forgetful love prayed: “Alas, this peo- 
ple have sinned a great sin . . . Yet now, if thou wilt 
forgive their sin—and if not, blot me, I pray Thee, out 
of thy book which thou hast written” (Ex. 32:31-32). 

Paul, in the desperation of love, wrote: “I have 
great anguish and unceasing sorrow in my heart, for I 
could wish I myself were accursed and cut off from 
Christ for the sake of my brethren, my kinsmen ac- 
cording to the flesh” (Rom. 9:3). 

In these Scriptures there is a practical demonstration 
of the mind of Christ in men of like passions with our- 
selves. 

In order that we may more clearly grasp the attitude 
of mind which was in Christ Jesus and discover the gov- 
erning impulse of His life, consider His attitude toward 
things which are dearly cherished by most men and 
women. 

The earthly mind covets and clutches at position 
and power, and will go to all lengths to attain them. 
Even in religious circles there is often an unseemly 
jockeying for position which is entirely alien to the 
mind of Christ, who stripped Himself of all pomp and 
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power, and allowed His creatures to sneer, “Is not 
this the carpenter’s son?” Do we have the mind of 
Christ in this? 

To the earthly mind, wealth is the summum bonum, 
to be gained at any cost, even if someone else goes to 
the wall in the process. Witness the way in which the 
lucrative professions and businesses are rushed, even 
by professing Christians, while important work for 
Christ, which offers little financial return, languishes 
for lack of workers. When one influential and worthy 
pulpit in America fell vacant, there were 250 appli- 
cants! How unlike the mind of Christ who “though he 
was rich, yet for our sakes became poor” (2 Cor. 8:9). 


DELIGHTED TO SERVE 


It is the characteristic of the earthly mind that it al- 
ways covets the service of others: it desires to avoid 
drudgery and toil. This is one of the factors which 
makes wealth so desirable—it can secure the service of 
others. The mind of Christ manifested in His words: “I 
am among you as he that serveth.” “I came not to be 
ministered unto, but to minister.” It was His delight to 
be servant of alk 

Dr. Samuel Logan Brengle was a brilliant American 
university student, the leading orator of his year. Upon 
graduation he was called to the pulpit of an influential 
church where he was acclaimed as a coming pulpiteer. 
But his heart was not satisfied. He did not feel that he 
was reaching the people and longed to do more to 
spread the gospel. At this crucial time he read of the 
Salvation Army, then regarded as a rather disreputable 
organization. But as he read of its achievements among 
the underprivileged people of Britain and the trophies 
it was winning from the gutter, he felt that this was the 
type of work which would satisfy his heart’s yearning. 
He resigned his church, sailed for London, and offered 
his services to General William Booth. He was ulti- 
mately accepted for service, but in order to test his 
calibre, he was put in the training garrison with scores 
of cadets, most of whom, though full of zeal, were in- 
nocent of formal education. 

His first work was to clean a pile of muddy boots be- 
longing to his fellow students. As he brushed away the 
mud, a battle royal raged in his heart. Was it for this 
that he had renounced his fashionable church and come 
to London? The devil pressed the advantage he had 
gained, and Brengle almost succumbed to the tempter’s 
voice when a pregnant verse of Scripture was injected 
into his mind by the Holy Spirit: “He took a towel and 
girded Himself.” In a moment he detected the subtlety 
of his adversary and from his heart cried: “Lord, if 
Thou couldest take a towel and wash the disciples’ 
dirty feet, surely I can take a brush and clean the 
cadets’ dirty boots.” Humanity triumphed, and the vic- 
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tory thus gained laid a foundation for a life which, 
multiplied itself a thousandfold in a worldwide minis- 
try. Do we evidence the mind of Christ in this respect? 

The earthly mind shrinks from suffering or anything 
that would involve loss of face. But Christ actually 
courted these when blessing would accrue to others. He 
welcomed the death of a criminal on an agonizing 
cross, the quintessence of suffering and shame. “I have 
a baptism to be baptised with,” He said, “and how am I 
straitened until it be accomplished.” “The cup which 
my Father hath given me, shall I not drink it?” 

The Christ-mind is so essentially opposed to the 
earthly mind that nothing less than a complete trans- 
formation is involved in its manifestation. Where did 
that mind lead Him? To the cross. If we have it, where 
will it lead us? Just as inevitably, to the cross, for noth- 
ing but the cross of Christ is sufficiently potent to work 
this radical transformation. 

Much of the Christianity of today is cross-less. The 
offence of the cross has ceased. No longer does it cut 
deeply into our way of life. Like the Greeks of our 
Lord’s day, the watchwords of our philosophy are self- 
culture and self-enjoyment. The mind of Christ involves 
self-oblation and self-sacrifice, notes which are too 
often absent from the harmony of our lives. When 
Jesus became “obedient unto the death of the cross,” it 
seemed as though this was the untimely termination 
of His life. Instead, it really was its germination. The 
single grain of wheat which fell into the ground and 
died on Calvary, germinated—lived again—in 3,000 
lives on the Day of Pentecost and in untold millions in 
subsequent ages. 

There is no other law of spiritual fruitfulness. We 


(Continued on page 43) 





A cartoon: Bride and groom 
coming out of church. 
Caption: They'll be very 
happy; they both think he’s 
wonderful. 

Analysis: The marriage may 
be “happy” if she keeps on 
thinking so, but not if she 
stops thinking so. Almost 
surely the marriage will be 
unhappy if both think she’s 
wonderful. The marriage can 














be supremely happy only if 
each thinks that He is won- 
derful. Note the capital H. 
lt stands for the Lord Jesus 
Christ. 
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The Mother of our Lord 


By SAMUEL M. ZWEMER—Revolting against the recognized evil of Mariolatry, we often neglect to 
give Mary, the mother of Jesus, the distinguished place which the Holy Scripture itself accords to her. 


On THE THRESHOLD of the 
New Testament stands the figure of a mother who has 
been the admiration and inspiration of ail Christian 
motherhood. Art has immortalized her on canvas. 
Architecture has built many cathedrals to her memory. 
The oldest creeds of Christendom and its oldest litanies 
whisper her name with awe. Nineteen times that name 
occurs in the New Testament, and it is one of the most 
common and most beloved names in the houseliolds of 
Jew, Moslem and Christian. All generations have 
called her blessed and yet over the mystery of her 
motherhood controversy has been raged for centuries. 
Six Marys are mentioned in the New Testament: 
Mary the wife of Cleopas, Mary of Magdalene, Mary 
of Bethany, Mary the mother of Mark, and the un- 
known Mary of Romans 16:6. But Mary the mother 
of Jesus is the greatest of them all. 
Some 60 Marys are found on the pages of secular 
history—Good Marys, bad Marys, bloody Marys and 
peaceful Marys, but none approach the virgin mother 
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in purity or in faith and devotion. No other Mary ever 
had such unique and holy office as the virgin mother of 
our Lord. 

The growth of Mariolatry is indeed a sad chapter in 
the history of the Church. Like the brazen serpent of 
Moses (which was worshipped until the time of Heze- 
kiah), Mary was considered the instrumental cause of 
salvation and as the Mother of God (theotokos) re- 
ceived divine honors, beginning with the second cen- 
tury when some first taught her perpetual virginity. 
Jerome insisted on it, and the council of Chalcedon 
affirmed this dogma in contradiction to the Gospel 
records which speak of the brothers and sisters of 
Jesus. 

The worship of Mary reached its climax in 1854 
when Pope Leo set his seal on the doctrine of her im- 
maculate conception, and in 1951 when Pope Pius 
XII proclaimed her assumption. 

The causes of this Mariolatry were not only the 
general growth of superstition but the influence of an 
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age of chivalry. The splendor of the Madonna in art 
and the music written in honor of Mary raised her 
position more and more. Witness, for example, the 
beauty of the Sistine Madonna at Dresden and the 
marvelous pathos of the Stabat Mater Dolorosa as 
rendered by Palestrina. 

At the Reformation the pendulum perhaps swung 
back too far. The iconoclasts destroyed her images in 
the churches, and the Puritans refused to give her a 
place in the church calendar. 

Nevertheless, if we turn to the Scriptures as the only 
rule of faith, Mary is revealed in the Gospels as a 
woman of deep piety, poetic imagination, constant 
faith, and spiritual insight. She is above all this, and, 
because of all this, the chosen mother of our Lord 
and Savior. 


HER POSITION IN CHRISTIANITY 


We hail her today, as the angel did 1,900 years ago. 
She was present at Bethlehem’s manger, at the mar- 
riage in Cana, in the temple at Jerusalem, beside the 
cross on Calvary, on the crest of Olivet and in the upper 
room before Pentecost. 

Because she treasured all these experiences in her 
mother-heart, she may well teach us to honor all 
motherhood. 

Her testimony to the virgin birth of Jesus Christ is 
the only witness we have. 

Why should anyone doubt this article of the 
Apostles’ Creed? Only those deny the virgin birth 
who stumble at all that is supernatural. Rationalists 
outside and inside of the Church such as Strauss, 
Renan, Voltaire, Harnack, Schmiedel and many in 
our day refuse to believe the story of Luke the phy- 
sician which he must have heard from Mary herself. 

Only she and Joseph and Elizabeth knew and knew 
enough to be silent for many years and to speak only 
when silence regarding this divine mystery was no 
longer necessary. 

Among modern scholars Sanday, Ramsay, Garvie, 
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Briggs, Zahn, Bavinck and Machen have. written at 
length and convincingly regarding. the virgin birth. 
They agree that the gospel records are genuine, that. 
they are corroborative and come from the lips of 
Joseph and Mary. 

Mark’s gospel and John’s do not deny the story of 
the virgin birth but take it for granted. Paul presup- 
poses the fact in Romans 1:2 and Galatians 4:4. All 
the great creeds of Christendom assert the virgin birth. 

The sinlessness of Christ and His headship of be- 
lievers imply a miracle in His origin. He is the second 
Adam. The doctrines of the incarnation and pre- 
existence of the Son demand a miracle in Christ’s 
human origin. It would be incongruous if otherwise. 
We must not forget that most of those who deny the 
virgin birth of our Lord are not positive about His 
sinlessness and His deity. 

Some have sought a parallel in Greek or Buddhist 
mythology. But as Dr. Merrill remarks: “No one 
should say that the stories about the birth of Jesus are 
one in kind with the stories of the intercourse of Greek 
gods and women, or other stories of miraculous birth. 
It is sufficient to read these stories and catch their 
tone, and then read the infancy narratives in Matthew 
and Luke, to see that they are as far apart as the stars 
are from the light of a smouldering garbage heap.” 

We believe that Jesus our Lord was conceived by 
the Holy Ghost and born of the Virgin Mary. Who can 
ever forget this mystery and glory? Blessed are the pure 
in heart for they shall see God in the manger. 

We honor Mary also because of her character. She 
was mother in the first Christian home. 


PURITY OF SOUL 


What purity of soul, what delicate reserve, what 
inspired exultation, what lowly obedience, what simple 
faith are revealed in the chapters of the nativity! What 
the annunciation meant to Mary (when betrothed to 
Joseph), we can only understand when we remember 
how she was misunderstood. 

Joseph felt justified in his trust, but even he wavered 
until a dream from Heaven reassured him. Slander 
began at Bethlehem and drags its way like a slimy 
serpent to the Jewish Talmud which calls Jesus a 
bastard. The Pharisees sneered “we were not born of 
fornication,” and asked Jesus with contempt, “Where 
is thy father?” 

Perhaps it was of his own mother Jesus was thinking 
when He said: “Blessed are ye when men shall revile 
you and persecute you and say all manner of evil 
against you falsely for my sake.” 

Mary’s answer was: “Be it unto me according to 
Thy word.” 

(Continued on page 44) 
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Some TIME AGO I spent several 
days in a conference on religion in the public schools. 
We spent the first two days arguing the various facets 
of the problem. When we came to the point of asking 
one another, “What do we mean by the word ‘religion’? 
we found four distinct concepts. 

(1) Some used the word “religion” as being largely 
synonymous with a person’s system of values. They 
thought of his attitudes toward other people, toward 
other nations, toward property, toward women and 
children, toward work, and all other things that make 
up ordinary living. 

(2) Others in the group thought primarily of the 
institutions which present the ideas and the claims of 
religion. They thought of the churches and the agencies 
operated by the churches. 

(3) Still others thought primarily of what the theolo- 
gians call “order.” They thought of creeds and forms 
and ritual of worship and the various behavior patterns 
that make up the exercise of group religion. 

(4) Finally, some in the group defined religion as 
an individual’s personal relationship to God. 

If you will agree on your emphasis among these 
four, you will settle many of the arguments about re- 
ligion in public education. 

If religion is the equivalent of values, then for you 
it is part of the culture pattern in which you live. Every 
culture has its patterns of moral and spiritual values. 
It is impossible for people to live ‘ogether without 
them. No public school has ever existed without at- 
tempting to cultivate such values in the rising genera- 
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tion. Separation of church and state is unthinkable. 

If you define religion in terms of organizations and 
institutions, then the religion in the public schools be- 
comes a recruiting activity for those organizations. In a 
pluralistic society in which no one group dominates the 
total scene, that arrangement becomes competitively 
impossible. 

If you think of religion in terms of ecclesiastical or- 
der, of creeds and ceremonial aspects of worship, the 
same thing is largely true. Here, however, an additional 
difference appears among the religious groups. Some 
groups have much to teach in the way of creeds and 
ritual so that the time available for instruction on Sun- 
day becomes utterly inadequate for the instructional 
job. Other groups place much less emphasis on this as- 
pect and require much less time to gain the religious 
conformity of the person. 

Finally, if you put your religious emphasis on a per- 
son’s relationship to God, then you recognize that re- 
ligion is more nearly “caught” than “taught” and that it 
cannot be communicated by non-believing, uncom- 
mitted teachers. It then certainly lies beyond the scope 
and powers of government and cultural conformity. 

To briefly state our American tradition on this point, 
it would be something like this. We have expected the 
public schools to teach the moral and spiritual values of 
American culture, to teach integrity and loyalty, self- 
restraint and respect for human personality. We have 
expected our schools to make it clear that the individual 
person is the end and our institutions are the means. 
Certainly our public schools have taught moral and 
spiritual values. They have not achieved perfection, 
but they have laid down a common set of facts and a 
set of culture values. 


We have assumed that the institutions of religion 
should be free to recruit the American citizens and the 
American population for their own institutions, and to 
influence them freely to their highest ideals. Such par- 
ticipation in religion, however, should be one of vol- 
untary responsiveness, in support of which the compul- 
sory school attendance laws of the state must not be 
used. Further, we have assumed that matters of “or- 
der,” creeds and forms of worship, can be adequately 
taught by the church itself, so that the indoctrination of 
the person into the religious group must remain a re- 
sponsibility of the religious group. Thus the setting up 
of an established church in our social order would be 
an easy way to get easy answers to all our questions on 
morals and values; but those answers would be slanted 
and limited by the competence and the interests of the 
ecclesiastical leadership in power. Religion then be- 
comes conformity at the human level. 

For approximately a century our system of public 
education was calmly taken for granted. It was some- 
thing that we had—and that would remain with us for 
eons to come. It was a splendid new device with the 
wonder and the admiration of the world focused upon 
it. It was free—free of cost, free of regimentation, free 
of institutional interests. Millions of Europeans heard 
of it and wanted it but could not have it. Hundreds of 
thousands from almost every nation in Europe were so 
anxious to enjoy the benefits of free instruction that 
they left their native lands to give their children these 
opportunities in the land of freedom. 


EDUCATION OR INDOCTRINATION? 


During those days of confidence we thought of ed- 
ucation as being something different from indoctrina- 
tion or social or economic propaganda. We said, per- 
haps glibly, that man has a right to knowledge, that he 
has a right to think for himself, and that above all else 
he has a right to his conscience, to his worship, and 
to his religious expressions. At least we professed that 
man as a creature was important and that his nurture 
and development were matters of national concern. 

Today the world is much less sure that man is im- 
portant. In recent world history throughout the world 
today are vast mass movements dedicated to the prop- 
osition that social, economic and religious patterns are 
much more important than people. National leaders 
have demonstrated a horrifying willingness to treat man 
as expendable. Millions were simply destroyed under 
the Nazi program because they were not “Aryans.” 
How many have been expended in these recent dec- 
ades under authoritarian regimes the historian will 
never be able to determine. But in each instance the 
philosophy has been the same, namely, that the institu- 
tions are more important than the people. Totalitarian- 
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ism consists in having people serve institutions instead 
of having institutions serve people, and so we are 
moving back into the dark ages. - 

In this present world of tensions many Atnittainl, 
too, have become unsure of themselves. Many have 
come to think of “the people” as separated from “true 
values,” so that a deliberate or external program must 
be conceived for “teaching moral and spiritual values” 
to the people. Others say that only “the church” has 
the true understanding of these moral and spiritual 
values and so parochial education is claimed to be our 
only hope. 

Today America’s chief indoor sport seems to be to 
criticize our public educational program on the assump- 
tion that we are criticizing somebody else. Cynical col- 
lege professors, who for years have complained at the 
inadequacies of the arriving freshman and have blamed 
high school teachers for their problems, now have a 
nation-wide audience and pages of space in many mag- 
azines. Military scientists think we are losing the race 
for missiles and atoms in the public schools of the land. 
Many leaders of commerce and industry doubt the wis- 
dom of intellectual freedom in our schools. In line with 
all this, many clergymen are saying that the public 
schools must teach religion. Yet these suggestions are 
the surest ways to reduce the influence of the churches 
and the vitality of faith, and to remove us from our 
free tradition. As history has proved, compulsory re- 
ligious instruction carried on by uncommitted teachers 
is the most effective inoculating against vital religious 
experience. 

Values in a program of popular instruction rest on 
the values which are currently accepted by the con- 
trolling elements in the political unit. All schools are 
based on some moral and spiritual values. The Ameri- 
can public schools never were an exception to that 
principle. Every culture has in it attitudes toward the 
group itself, toward the various population elements in 
it, toward other groups, toward things possessed and 
things desired, toward life and death, toward women 
and children, toward church and school, etc. Of course 
the public schools teach values, but they are the tradi- 
tional and predominant values of American life. They 
are part of our community life, no worse and some- 
times not much better. They do not teach the values of 
“the church,” not those of 18th century Europe, not 
those of Judaism, nor those of a score of special in- 
terest groups that would like to use these schools for 
their own purposes. 


257 VARIETIES OF CITIZENS 

This is as it should be. If we were to deprive our na- 
tion of the opportunity to hand down the legacy of its 
growing culture we would terminate the life of our na- 


Taking a stand for Christ is not to stand still but to move forward. 21 














tion. If parochialism wins out and 257 religious groups 
proceed to produce “citizens,” each according to its own 
notions, the coherence of the nation would be dis- 
solved. If we partition the various regions into so many 
educational programs we will have that many nations 
within the nation. The struggle in behalf of our public 
schools, then, is of no small significance. It is based on 
an appreciation of the values that constitute our herit- 
age and our coherence. 

To take this position does not mean that we resist 
change. On the contrary, it means that we must be con- 
stantly alert to the changing educational needs in our 
nation. If grandfather’s education was just what he 
needed in the good old time of the horse and buggy, it 
obviously is not suited to survival in a day of cars, 
planes, and electronic missiles. There must be a “fringe 
of freedom” on our cultural heritage which permits the 
educator to assist the rising generation to adjust to the 
changing times. We cannot turn back the clock—but 
sometimes we have to turn it ahead with distressing 
frequency and speed. To refuse to do so is to spite our 
children and ourselves, our nations and our world. 

The American public schools have been agencies of 
American culture, of American national and com- 
munity life. Today many are critical of the schools 
and find them lacking at the point of values. Certainly 
they lack much and have tremendous needs. They need 
facilities, support, and-personnel. But to say that they 
lack values is to indict the American public. Frequently 
we are told that “God is left out” or that “the schools 
are ungodly.” This is an old familiar line. Many of the 
first generations immigrants who desired “Swedish cul- 
ture” or “German culture” for their children, expecting 
to sing those languages in heaven, looked upon the 
“American schools” as “pagan” because they did not 
teach “God.” As soon as the next generation came 
along, adjusted to American life, the sense of God’s 
absence was relieved. During 1956 there was a rising 
demand for religious instruction in the schools of Po- 
land. In December of 1956 the Roman Catholic church 
and the Government of Poland worked out an agree- 
ment which enabled “God” to return to the schools of 
Poland in January, 1957. No doubt He did! Sometimes 
we talk as though religion is like galoshes—worn or 
not worn as we please. They can be left at the door 
when not desired. 

The superficiality of such thought is obvious to you. 
No teacher can leave his philosophy of science outside 
when he goes into the high school laboratory, nor can 
he leave his philosophy of history at the door of the 
school building. Were we to ask that of our teachers we 
would quickly drive all people of thought and of in- 
tegrity out of the profession. Certain aspects of religion 
are part of history and should be neither denied nor 
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forgotten. But this recognition of culture and values in 
the schools does not mean that we are justified in using 
those schools to coerce the pupils to the church or to 
the tenets of the church. 

The public schools are not godless unless we are a 
godless generation. The schools are part and parcel of 
our lives. If the American people are 4 godly people, 
then God is in their schools also. Many countries have 
been taught to merge their concept of God with their 
own culture. Invariably both God and culture suffer. 
God becomes a diminutive of His real self, and cul- 
ture becomes cast in a mold of unchanging verities. We 
should be spared such confusion. 


MORE SCIENCE NEEDED? 


In the matter of values the schools are weighed and 
found wanting also in the production of skilled scien- 
tists and budding business executives. A new age—an 
age of “organization man” and circling satellites—has 
suddenly come upon us, and the public schools are 
found deficient of the values of this new age. Now we 
must screen out genius early and capitalize on its de- 
velopment so as to give us leadership where we need it. 
In this also it will be wise to analyze how far we really 
wish to shift. Does the scientist have value because his 
skills are needed by the nation, or is the man of worth 
as a person? Must we have the business organizer, or 
the propaganda expert, or do we want mature, sane, 
broad-minded and big-hearted men? There is indeed 
room for more mathematics and science, but let us not 
panic and run from our fundamental insights. 

Youth today is caught in the midst of a phenomenal 
shifting of community or national values. Grandparents 
are trying heroically to defend values that arose in a 
past economy but have no more divine sanction in 

(Continued on page 44) 





People who refuse Jesus Christ always 
have Him in the back of their minds. He 
is there as an undesired specter. Sub- 
consciously they know that one day they 
must meet Him and give an account for 
having trampled His love. Yet, how they wished that they did not 
have to meet Him. D. H. Lawrence wrote to Katherine Mansfield, 
shortly before World War |, “Cheer up, Kate. Jesus is a back num- 
ber.” But He always has a way of coming back. He haunts the 
thinking of the unsaved and one day will become their Judge. 
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Here is the true story of John Newton, converted slave trader. By DONALD GREY BARNHOUSE 


In a house in the West End of Lon- 
don, a man is dying. It is December 21, 1807. Around 
one block, hay and straw are piled six inches deep in 
order to deaden the noise of horses and wagons. Serv- 
ants bow their heads and wipe away a tear. “How is 
he?” they ask, and the servant in the dying man’s 
house only shakes her head and weeps. One of the 
most remarkable men in a millennium is about to pass 
into eternity. If you should ask me, “What man in your 
opinion illustrates most dynamically the power of God 
to transform a human being?” I would reply, “John 
Newton.” 

When John Newton breathed his last that Decem- 
ber day, the City of London went into mourning; Par- 
liament suspended sessions, magistrates closed the 
courts, all shops were closed, and thousands of people 
stood in the streets while his body was borne to the 
grave. 

John Newton was born in London in 1725, the only 
child of his mother. Into that boy she poured her heart 
and life, knowing that since she had tuberculosis she 
had not many years to write her life upon her son. 
Every day she prayed with him; she prayed for him, 
and taught him the Scripture. When John was seven 
years old, his mother died. His father remarried, but 
neither the father nor the stepmother were interested 
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in religious things, and John had no further training 
along that line. In fact, he was left to run the streets, 
and soon became a juvenile delinquent. 

At 11, John went to sea on the ship of which his 
father was master; by the time he was 17 he had made 
six voyages. “By this time,” said John Newton, “my 
sinful propensities had gathered strength of heart: I 
was very wicked and therefore very foolish.” 

Captain Newton, John’s father, sent him on a voy- 
age to Venice. When he returned in 1743, John was 
sent on board the British man o’war Harwick. While 
the ship lay at Plymouth, John deserted; he was dis- 
covered by soldiers, put in irons, publicly beaten, and 
degraded from his status as midshipman. The Harwick 
put out for the East Indies, but at Madeira Newton re- 
quested transfer to another ship “so I could be as 
abandoned as I pleased, without any controul.” 

The new ship was bound for Sierra Leone on the 
west coast of Africa, but Newton asked to be put 
ashore on one of the Plantane islands off Sierra Leone. 
He was granted his request and given a discharge from 
the Royal Navy. Newton entered the employ of a 
Portuguese slave trader. His business was to buy, sell 
and bargain for African slaves. Fifty slaves would be 
chained together and marched many miles to the coast, 
and any who tired and fell were knocked dowh and 
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left to die. Those who lived to be put on board ship 
were sold into slavery. 

John’s employer, the Portuguese slave trader, had 
an African wife who hated John and treated him with 
great cruelty when the master was away. She put him 
in chains and made him her slave, gave him almost no 
food, and left him exposed to the heavy tropical rains 
without enough clothing. After 15 months of this cap- 
tivity, John escaped on the ship Greyhound, bound for 
Liverpool. 

When the first mate of the Greyhound had died. 
John was made first mate. One day in an African port 
the master went on shore, and left Newton in charge. 
John opened a barrel of rum and the entire crew got 
drunk. When the master returned, he was so angry that 
he swung a belaying pin at Newton. Stepping back to 
avoid it, Newton fell overboard into the shark-infested 
water. One of the sailors sank a great harpoon into 
his haunch and pulled him out, and for the rest of his 
life he carried a hole in his back, as big as his fist. 

Northbound, the Greyhound passed the Canary Is- 
lands, and a great storm arose. Finding that they could 
not make either Southampton or Liverpool, the master 
changed course for Ireland, intending to swing around 
to Scotland from the north. The storm raged, the masts 
were carried away, the hold was filling with water. 
After a night spent manning the pumps, Newton said 
to the captain, “If this will not do, the Lord have mercy 
upon us!” Newton was astonished by his own words 
and said to himself, “I have mentioned the Lord with- 
out cursing! But what mercy can there be for me?” For 
the next two days Newton worked at the pumps with- 
out rest, and it was four weeks before the Greyhound 
made port in Ireland. But during this experience of 
storm and danger, John Newton received the Lord 
Jesus Christ as his Savior. 


REMINDER TO PARENTS 


I believe one of the most important tasks of parents 
is to teach their babies verses from the Scripture. 
When shall you begin? When they are two years old. A 
child of two can memorize I John 4:9 “God is love.” 
Psalm 23:1, “The Lord is my shepherd”; Ephesians 
2:8, “By grace you are saved.” When you are getting 
your child ready for bed, say “Ephesians 2:8, “By 
grace you are saved.’” Say it Monday and Tuesday; 
and by Wednesday the child will say “‘Phesians 2:8, 
By grace you are saved.” Keep on doing this, and you 
can teach that child to memorize. Such verses, learned 
early in childhood, flooded back into John Newton’s 
mind during that storm and brought him to Christ. 

Despite his experience with the Lord, and despite 
his own sufferings as practically a slave, John Newton 
in 1748 took command of a slave ship which sailed 
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from Liverpool to Africa and took the slaves to Charles- 
ton, S. C., for sale. His career as a slave-ship master con- 
tinued until 1753 when he met an evangelical sea cap- 
tain who directed his mind toward Christian teaching 
and brought him in contact with evangelical believers. 
A severe illness prevented his putting to sea again, and 
when he recovered he gave up the slave trade and be- 
came Tide Surveyor of the Port of Liverpool. At this 
time he met George Whitefield, John Wesley and other 
evangelicals, and began to study the Hebrew and 
Greek scriptures. Soon his thoughts turned toward the 
Christian ministry; and six years later, at the age of 39, 
he was ordained. 


FIRST GENERATION EVANGELICAL 


To grasp the significance of John Newton’s minis- 
try, we must understand that in the 18th century the 
Church of England was at its lowest ebb. In his His- 
tory of the Church Sir James Stephens writes: “A sor- 
did and terrible thing. The church was in the grip of 
political missions, fox-hunting parsons, and utterly 
worldly and materialistic laity. Spiritual leadership was 
unknown.” Sir James speaks of John Newton and a few 
kindred spirits as “The first generation of the clergy 
who could be called evangelical,” and he calls John 
Newton the second founder of the church of England. 
Hugh Latimer, you might say, founded the Church of 
England in the time of Henry VIII, but John Newton’s 
work, two centuries after Latimer, still abides. The 
evangelical movement of the Church of England stems 
from this slave trader and pirate, this cursing naval 
deserter, this man with scars from the lash of whips 
and a hole as big as a fist in his haunch, and carrying 
the marks of sin and degradation. 

When John Newton took his first charge, in the poor 
little parish of Olney in May 1764, he had this text 
painted over his fireplace: “Thou shalt remember that 
thou wast a bondman in the land of Egypt, and the 
Lord thy God redeemed thee” (Deut. 15:15). Often 
in his diary John Newton had written, “I forgot,” “I 
soon forgot” the mercies of God. So over his fireplace 
he put the words, “Thou shalt remember that thou wast 
a bondman in the land of Egypt, and the Lord thy 
God redeemed thee.” 

It is a tremendous thing for a man to be saved in 
such a way that he can look back and see the hole of 
the pit from which he has been digged, and the quarry 
from which he was cut. One English preacher who 
lived before John Newton’s time told his son, “When 
I feel myself grow cold, I walk up and down in the 
midst of my sins for a moment and remember how 
Christ redeemed me; and then I go back warmed to 
my work.” 

You, too, must look back at the pit from which you 
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were digged. Perhaps you will say, “But I have never 
lived the terrible life of John Newton!” Oh, yes, you 
have! The pit of respectability is as vile to God as the 
pit of libertinage. It was not the vile people of Jerusa- 
lem who crucified Christ; it was the upper class. Christ 
was delivered to death by common consent of the 
Jerusalem Ministerial Association and the Jerusalem 
Bar Association. The common people heard Him 
gladly, but the good, respectable people put Christ to 
death because He told them that good character would 
take them to Hell, not to Heaven, and that they must 
be born again. 

About three years after Newton came to Olney, the 
poet William Cowper came there to live, and the two 
men became intimate friends. John Newton had a tre- 
mendous influence on Cowper, with whom he discussed 
all his sermons. Cowper said of Newton’s preaching, 
“It is plain and neat . . . and I do not know how I 
could give it juster praise, or pay it a greater com- 
pliment.” English hymnody was born at Olney, where 
Newton and Cowper wrote many hymns. It was Cow- 
per who wrote: 


There is a fountain filled with blood 
Drawn from Emmanuel’s veins, 

And sinners, plunged beneath that flood, 
Lose all their guilty stains. 


The dying thief rejoiced to see 
That fountain in his day; 

And there have I, though vile as he, 
Washed all my sins away. 


Many of these hymns were written to go with Newton’s 
sermons. When he preached on heaven, he wrote 
“Glorious things of thee are spoken, Zion, city of our 
God.” and when he planned to preach on Proverbs 18: 
10, “The name of the Lord is a strong tower,” he wrote, 


How sweet the Name of Jesus sounds 
In a believer’s ear! 

It soothes his sorrows, heals his wounds, 
And drives away his fear. 


Together, William Cowper and John Newton published a 
hymnbook entitled Olney Hymns, 66 of which were 
by Cowper; all the others were by Newton. 


VOICE OF THE HEART 


One day Cowper said, “Newton, you must preach 
about your life. Tell the story of your terrible years in 
Africa.” By this time Newton was corresponding with 
an English earl and to him he wrote a series of letters 
which were compiled in a book under the title Cardi- 
phonia—“The voice of the heart.” Oh, deep was his 
knowledge of God! This man lived with the Holy 
Spirit in control of his life. 
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In December 1779 John Newton became’ pastor of : 
the Church of St. Mary Woolnoth' in the heart of 
London. In the congregation were people of many de- — 
nominations. It was an important church. The Lord 
Mayor of London made an annual visit, and wealthy 
merchants and people of the upper classes, as well as 
those of the lower, attended regularly. John Newton 
preached Christ in an age when people knew them- 
selves to be terrible sinners. Deism was raging in Eng- 
land, and there was no real knowledge of the true and 
living God. Newton preached to overflow crowds, and 
his messages revolutionized the life of the people. 

In 1805, when Newton’s eyesight began to fail, his 
friends advised him to stop preaching. He answered, 
“What! Shall the old African blasphemer stop while he 
can speak?” Nevertheless, at the age of 80, it was - 
necessary for someone to stand beside him in the pul- 
pit and help him read his manuscript sermon. One Sun- 
day Newton twice spoke these words: “Jesus Christ is 
precious.” 

“You said that twice,” whispered his helpet, “go 
on!” 

Newton turned on his assistant and said, “I said that 
twice, and I am going to say it again!” and the old 
preacher shouted, “Jesus Christ is precious!” 

Now we come to the end of his life, loaded with 
honors, and having preached to King and Parliament; 
known and loved by thousands of people whom he 
had led to Christ. One day John Newton was carried 
from the room over whose fireplace were the words, 
“Thou shalt remember that thou wast a bondman in 

(Continued on page 45) 








George Bernard Shaw was discussing brevity with Arnold Bennett 
as the two were walking along the Thames embankment. A young 
writer came up to them and said, “My name is Rothburn, Mr. Shaw.” 
Shaw, without so much as breaking his stride answered, “Good-by, 
Mr. Rothburn.” 

Here is one of the differences between the earth’s great and the 
Lord Jesus who was and is earth’s greatest. “He could not be hid” 
(Mk. 7:24). He could get no privacy without withdrawing to spend 
the night on the mountain alone. When the world’s great turn you 
aside with a brush-off, there is always the One who is best remem- 
bered because He said and lived the truth: “Come unto Me.” 


Resignation to the will of God is not despair but aspiration. 27 
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WINDOW ON THE WORLD 





DESTRUCTION ON QUEMOY 


But the Church Prays On 


Gloom and Glory 


As sleek, lead-spitting jet fighters 
flash across the azure skies over the 
Formosa Strait and Communist war- 
ships pound the off-shore islands of 
Quemoy and Matsu with artillery, scat- 
tered news of the Christian church has 
seeped out. 

A taped message from Orient Cru- 
sades missionaries, Dick Hillis and 
Norm Cook, describes the situation as 
extremely tense and critical. National- 
ist China’s military installations, which 
the people heretofore took for granted, 
have suddenly flared into violent 
throbbing action. Guns and _ tanks 
belching fire and thunder have com- 
pletely unnerved the people who are un- 
accustomed to war. Added to this con- 
fusion is the constant breaking of the 
sound barrier of the jet traffic overhead. 
Many people are becoming mentally de- 
ranged because of the ceaseless bomb- 
ings. Heaviest casualties among the is- 
lands 175,000 inhabitants are reported 
among children . . . there is no school 
. . . Christians are meeting mostly at 
night. 

The church of Little Quemoy has 
been completely destroyed by Commu- 
nist artillery. Christians have piled the 
scattered bricks in rows for seats upon 
which they sit and sing and pray. 

A leader in this church, after spend- 
ing much time working night and day to 
relieve the wounded and bury the dead, 
arrived home to find his house de- 
stroyed and his wife and children dead. 
There was little outward sorrow. His 
Christian confidence remained. Kneel- 
ing down he prayed, “I am willing to 
give all.” 


An Obscene People 


Newspapers and magazines have la- 
mented the current rise of obscene li- 
terature. But it took the acid pen of 
Philip Wiley, noted author, to pene- 
trate the veneer of American self- 
righteousness. 

Wrote Wiley, regarding censorship 
of obscene literature: “The idea that 
we can purge the American people by 
censorship is ridiculous. The favorite 
pastime of the American people is dirty 
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jokes. The American people are more 
preoccupied with sex and more fright- 
ened of it than any others. We are just 
an obscene people.” 

Certainly, morality can never be leg- 
islated from without and must proceed 
from within. But obscene literature is 
a distinct impairment to morals and it 
is the duty of the government to protect 
its youth against mental garbage as 
well as any other kind of garbage. 

If the favorite pastime of the Ameri- 
can people is dirty jokes, as Wiley says, 
then more than ever the Church of 
Jesus Christ must face the challenge. 

In a similar obscene era, Paul wrote: 
“No bad word must ever pass your lips 
but only words that are good and suited 
to improve the occasion so that they 
will be a blessing to those who hear 
them. You must not offend God’s Holy 
Spirit which you have been marked for 
the day of redemption. You must give 
up all bitterness, rage, anger and loud 
abusive talk and all spite. You must be 
kind to one another, you must be ten- 
derhearted and forgive one another just 
as God through Christ has forgiven 
you” (Eph. 4:29-32 Goodspeed); 


Is Vice Ever a Virtue? 


There is an old fallacious saying, 
“The voice of the people is the voice of 
God.” A corollary might well be, 
“What the majority do, God will ap- 
prove.” Or, in a godless society, one 
might paraphrase it, “If enough people 
are vicious, vice is bound to become a 
virtue.” 

Recently a series of studies has been 
made of the art of cheating, as prac- 
ticed on the campus of Temple Univer- 
sity in Philadelphia. The studies were 
made by members of the student coun- 
cil, and the report was published in the 
campus newspaper. Implicit in the 
story is the tragic fact that cheating is 
the accepted norm for behavior at 
Temple. The report claims that 40 to 
60 per cent of the student body cheat 
on exams. 

The cause for such a situation may 
well be on faculty level. In the name of 
academic freedom, many of our col- 
leges and universities have junked re- 
ligion, hardly giving it passing notice. 


History has demonstrated that moral 


sanctions are always destroyed when . 


spiritual foundations have been under- 
mined. Why should young people be 
ethical when they have been taught that 
there are no true, abiding ethical stan- 
dards, that everything is relative? Since 
there is no God, no one needs to give 
an account to Him, and it is quite evi- 
dent that there is no sense in giving 
account to one’s fellow man, since all 
are in the same unethical boat. 
Unfortunately for the academician, 
however, man is created in the image 
of God, who will not be mocked. To 
attempt to destroy Him is but to insure 
our own destruction. “Do not be de- 


ceived; God is not mocked, for what- - 


ever a man sows, that he will also reap” 
(Gal. 6:7). 

When our professors, after deep phi- 
losophical reflection, come to the con- 
clusion that it is not good to teach self- 
sabotage, then a moral atmosphere will 
be created which will lead students to 
see that cheating is a vice, not a virtue. 


Closer Together 


In Thought, published by Fordham 
University, Gustave Weigel writes an 
article entitled, “Catholic and Protes- 
tant: End of a War?” Dr. Weigel, Jesuit 
philosopher and theologian, states that 
in spite of “latent and at times overt 
frictions,” the two great bodies of 
American Christendom are living to- 
gether with more friendliness than ever 
before. He states: 

“The United States is no longer white, 
Anglo-Saxon and Protestant. It is a 
land of many religions and Protestant- 
ism must take its chances like all the 
others. 

“There has been a breakdown of a 
feeling of ‘separateness’ among Protes- 
tants. The hope of the united church 
makes the Protestant look at Catholi- 
cism more sympathetically and, as a 
consequence, the Protestant today 
wants to be a Catholic but not a Roman 
Catholic. 

“The liturgical movement has grown. 
Protestant clergymen wear vestments, 
soft-pedal the sermon as essential to 
worship, and approve more frequent 
communion.” The Jesuit priest con- 
cludes, “The liturgy of many Protestant 
churches looks much more like a Cath- 
olic mass than did the older Puritan 
prayer meeting.” The writer also notes 
that Roman Catholics have gained a 
sense of security in number, are no 
longer afraid of Protestants, and have 
grown greatly in economic status and 
intellectual depth. Dr. Weigel empha- 
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sizes, however, that although the “tre- 
mendous” gulf of separation between 
Protestants and Roman Catholics has 
narrowed significantly, “The Protestant 
is not yet ripe for conversion nor will 
the Catholic ever be.” 

Protestant ministers should consider 
this matter with deep concern. It should 
show us how we must constantly turn 
back to the Word of God and be will- 
ing to fight against liturgy, forms, cere- 
mony and similar movements that take 
us away from the simplicity that is in 
Christ. 


Sabbatical Year 


A news item from Jerusalem won- 
derfully illustrates a statement of 
Christ. It states: 

“An Arab sheik will become the big- 
gest ‘land owner’ in Israel next Sunday 
for one year. In accordance with Jewish 
religious injunctions, Orthodox Jews 
‘sell’ their land to a non-Jew during the 
sabbatical year. On Sunday which will 
mark the beginning of the Jewish sab- 
batical year, Sheik Abdullah Moham- 
med Abu Kishk will become the fic- 
tional owner of thousands of acres of 
land ‘sold’ to him for the year. 

“Jews who observe the sabbatical 
year are supposed to refrain from work- 
ing their land during the year. Since 


this is not practical in most cases, they 
‘sell’ the lands to a non-Jew and thus 
continue working on land that, techni- 
cally, is not Jewish-owned.” 

This, of course, is the height of hy- 
pocrisy. God did not give the land laws 
in order to have them circumvented. 
This action on the part of Orthodox 
Jews exactly parallels what Christ said 
concerning their fathers in His gener- 
ation. 

Christ described this situation in the 
Gospels (Mark 7:13, “Thus making void 
the Word of God through your tradi- 
tions which you hand on and many such 
things you do”). In His day, there were 
those who had plenty of money but 
when parents became old and needed 
to be supported, the children got a- 
round it by saying that the money was 
Corban, roughly equivalent to our ear- 
marked—dedicated for God’s service. 
They, of course, had full use of the 
money and evaded the command to 
honor their parents. The present prac- 
tice of turning land over to a Gentile 
is a complete illustration of the ancient 
practice of making the Word of God 
of none effect. 


Dangerous Ideas 


The American Library Association 
reporting on the success of this year’s 
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National Library Week, published a 
statement issued by President Eisen- 
hower and signed by former Presidents 
Hoover and Truman. The statement 
says that: “The Bible tells us that the 
truth shall make men free. We Ameri- 
cans know that if freedom means any- 
thing, it means the right to think. And 
the right to think means the right to 
read—anything written anywhere by 
any man, at any time.” 

Father Bernard Theall, book re- 
viewer for the Roman Catholic diocesan 
press, calls this a “wrong use” of John 
8:32. The former Presidents say that 
“Print is our passport to truth.” But 
Father Theall calls this slogan a “dan- 
gerous feature of American life.” 

The Roman Catholic policy with re- 
spect to the right to read was recently 
voiced by Monsignor Francis Lally, ed- 
itor of the Boston Pilot, in an interview 
with Mike Wallace. The Church, said 
Father Lally, “believes in restricting the 
use of dangerous books to those whose 
minds are prepared for them. . . . The 
Church has, through the centuries, un- 
derstood that ideas are really more dan- 


gerous than other weapons; and that 
their use should be restricted. The dan- 
gerous ideas should be studied by those 
competent to study them, but not scat- 
tered to the winds...” 

In referring to “persons competent to 
study” such dangerous ideas, Father 
Lally obviously meant the Hierarchy of 
his Church which, by means of the In- 
dex Librorum Prohibidorum, the Na- 
tional Organization for Decent Litera- 
ture, and other means, regulates what 
Catholics may or may not read. By its 
program of censorship legislation, the 
Hierarchy also attempts not merely to 
ban indecent literature but also to pre- 
vent publication of religious materials 
not in agreement with the Catholic 
faith. 


University to College 

William Jennings Bryan University 
has now become William Jennings 
Bryan College, after the board of trus- 
tees voted to change the corporate 
name. The new name is more in keep- 
ing with the function of the school, 
which is located in Dayton, Tenn. 





MADE WELL FOR HELL 


Producing Healthy Sinners 


Many in religious circles think that 
what we need is not conversion, but 
psycho-analysis. Thus many ministers 
are turning their problem-ridden par- 
ishioners from the throne of grace to 
the psychiatrist’s couch. 

From the Middle West comes word 
of a psychologist who shows the fallacy 
of substituting psychology and psychi- 
atry for the gospel. At St. John’s Uni- 
versity in Collegeville, Minn., Dr. Paul 
E. Meehl, a psychologist of the Uni- 
versity of Minnesota, had the following 
to say: “The job of the psychotherapist 
is to heal neurotics, not to convert sin- 
ners or to reform scoundrels. The goal 
of the psychotherapist when he enters 
into a therapeutic relationship with a pa- 
tient is to restore the patient’s psycho- 
logical integrity. To put it crudely, the 
secular therapist’s job is to help the 
neurotic sinner become a healthy one. 
It is inappropiate behavior for the psy- 
chiatrist to enter into a missionary re- 
lationship with the patient.” 

Meehl went on to say: “The role of 
the clergyman in dealing with a person 
who has committed a series of sinful 
acts is quite different from that of the 
psychotherapist who treats the patient 
to discover the psychological causes for 
the actions of the ‘unhealthy sinner’.” 

Dr. Meehl concluded: “It is the psy- 
chiatrist’s job to help restore the dis- 
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turbed person to physical and psychic 
health while the clergyman’s responsi- 
bility is to restore the sinner to spiritual 
and moral health.” 


This statement of Dr. Meehl is full 
of great insight in that it delineates the 
world of the flesh and the world of the 
spirit. 

It brings to mind the words of 
our divine Lord who said to Nicode- 
mus, “That which is born of the flesh is 
flesh; and that which is born of the 
Spirit is spirit. Marvel not that I said 
unto thee, Ye must be born again.” 
(John 3:6,7). 

Dr. Meehl’s statement is significant 
for it shows that at its best psychology 
and psychiatry can only produce “heal- 
thy sinners” which enables them to be 
hell-bound with great efficiency. It is 
only redemption that can bring men to 
a saving faith in Christ which turns 
his feet toward Heaven and makes him 
spiritually well on earth. Furthermore, 
if his fellow psychologists and psychi- 
atrists would separate their craft from 
their philosophy, as does Dr. Meehl 
there would be ground for mutual un- 
derstanding between psychologists and 
psychiatrists who attempt to heal men 
in the flesh and an enlightened min- 
ister of the Word of God who attempts 
to heal men in their spirits. 
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Remember the story of Nicode- 
mus, the man who came to Jesus by 
night? He was a Jewish leader, a man 
of learning, wealth and station. Yet he 
was afraid, afraid of what would hap- 
pen if his interest or faith in Jesus 
should become known among his fel- 
low citizens. 

Today thousands of poor and 
humble Jews come to hear the message 
of Christ. Many do so with fear in 
their hearts, for the darkness of intol- 
erance and persecution is increasing 
around us. 

These people who walk by night 
need a living faith, a sustaining hope 
and a love which only our Saviour can 
give them. They need our encour- 
agement, our prayers and a brotherly 
hand reaching out to them in compas- 
sion. Unless we help them they will 
stumble in the dark and vanish because 
nobody cared for their souls. 

What we are saying is not just 
words, but stark reality. The truth is 
more grim than what we dare say. One 
of our workers referring to the situa- 
tion writes: 

“My heart aches tremendously 
and I have the feeling that some day 
it is going to burst and deliver me from 
the agony and the pain for these secret 
underground believers, who are in the 
furnace of fear and of a hate without 
cause.” 

We who live in the light of our 
Lord and in the daytime of freedom, 
we who are much favored, owe a sa- 
cred debt to our harassed and fear- 
stricken brethren and to their children. 

The Friends of Israel Missionary 
and Relief Society through a conse- 
crated team of workers proclaims 
Christ and shows in every possible way 

rsonal and practical love. This min- 
istry extends to Israel and India, to 
Western Europe and across the Amer- 
ican continent. It reaches behind the 
Iron Curtain and brings help and life 
to the afflicted Jewish believers. 

The Lord has need of you, Chris- 
tian friend. These people have need of 
you, of your prayers, your help and 
your encouragement. Help us forge a 
living link between our Saviour’s love, 
the compassion in your own heart, and 
their helplessness. 
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Moon Into Blood 

Time’s comments on lunar probes 
give further evidence that every proph- 
ecy of the Book of Revelation will 
be fulfilled to the last detail, and by the 
efforts of man. 

The Bible states that at the time of 
the day of the Lord “the sun shall be 
turned into darkness and the moon into 
blood” (Joel 2:31). 

Time discusses at length the Russian 
and American efforts to probe the 
moon. “A lunar probe means either an 
impact on the moon or passage round 
it by a Sputnik-like vehicle. A one-way 
trip ending in impact is probably the 
easiest, but many scientists oppose it 
as a childish stunt that may prove se- 
rious scientific vandalism. . . . An ob- 
vious way would be to explode a nu- 
clear charge on the lunar surface. . . . 
But the moon would never be the same 
again. Since it has no atmosphere to 
limit the motion of small particles, the 
radioactive residue would be carried all 
over the moca’s surface. When earth’s 
scientists finally land on the moon, they 
would not be able to distinguish be- 
tween its natural radioactivity . . . and 
the nuclear litter scattered by earth’s 
vandals. Chemical explosions would 
contaminate the moon in their own 
way. So would powdered dyes or carbon 
black splashed on the moon’s surface 
to make a visible mark.” 

If, on the other hand, an attempt is 
made to send a vehicle around the moon 
for a return to earth with mechanical 
data, “even a small error of speed, aim- 
ing or timing could make a probe crash 
against the earth, or revolve around it 
in wild, unpredictable swings, or even 
escape from its gravitation and fall into 
the sun.” 


Eschatology Rediscovered 

In a volume (Neues Testament) 
published in Zurich, the Roman Cath- 
olic scholar R. Schnackenburg dis- 
cusses present-day trends in the study 
of the New Testament. The main thrust 
of the work of exegetical scholars is to 
determine to what extent the texts rep- 
resent an interpretation by the early 
Christians. 

In the early Christian community 
there existed a common theology easily 
recognizable in the apostolic preaching 
and in the letters of the New Testa- 
ment. Eschatology is very important. 
One has to admit that the early Chris- 
tians were expecting the return of the 
Lord. 

It must again find its place together 
with the view of salvation in time, be- 
cause eschatology is indispensable and 
fruitful for the life of the church and 
for the faith of her members. It will 
be interesting to note whether Roman 
Catholics begin to stress the truth of 
the return of the Lord Jesus. 
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BULLETIN 
Aucas Receive Missionaries 


Latest word from Ecuador indicates that the 
Auca tribe has shown profuse hospitality to 
Rachel Saint and Betty Elliot, first missionaries 
to enter the killer tribe. Miss Saint's brother, 
Nate, and Betty Elliot's husband Jim, along 
with three other American missionaries, were 
killed January 8, 1956, by the Aucas, as they 
made an unsuccessful attempt to reach the 
Indians. 


The Aucas have built houses for both Miss 
Saint and Mrs. Elliot, and a hunting expedition 
of the tribesmen brouzht the women an abun- 
dance of game and fish. 

Meanwhile the Missionary Aviation Fellow- 
ship continues to drop supplies to the women 
from planes that fly over the remote Auca 
settlements. 

Dayuma, first Auca convert and linguistic 
informant to Miss Saint, has been witnessing 
to her people. There has already been a sur- 
prisingly receptive response to the gospel mes- 
sage. 

Mrs. Elliot, who is accompanied by her 
daughter Valerie, 3, has kept in touch with 
missionary friends by means of a short-wave 
transistor radio receiver and transmitter. 





Foreign Missionaries Decline 


The number of Christian mission- 
aries in India has been declining during 
the past two years, according to a state- 
ment presented to Parliament on Sept. 
15. The report showed 5,691 for 1956, a 
total of 5,521 last year and 4,844 at the 
beginning of this year. 

Of this number there were 1,821 mis- 
sionaries from the United States. Ital- 
ians were next highest with 643. The 
statement gave no reason for the de- 
cline, but an official spokesman said one 
factor was that more and more Indian 
Christians were taking up duties pre- 
viously performed by foreign mission- 
aries. 

It is the Indian Government’s de- 
clared policy that foreign missionaries 
coming to India in the future should 
possess special qualifications for jobs 
for which Indians are not available. 


People in the News 


Bob Pierce, president of World Vis- 
ion, Inc., has been invited to conduct a 
major evangelistic crusade in Ghana 
next February to aid in the celebration 
observance of the country’s second year 
of independence ... Dr. J. Palmer 
Muntz of Buffalo, N.Y. was elected 
president of the board of the Winona 
Lake Bible Conference, after resigning 
as director of the conference after 20 


years .. . The Rev. Bert Webb, assistant 
general superintendent of the Assem- 
blies of God, has been named president 
of the National Sunday School Associa- 
tion. ... Dr. James I. McCord, of Austin, 
Texas, was named president of Prince- 
ton Theological Seminary, replacing 
Dr. John A. Mackay. McCord, a South- 
ern Presbyterian clergyman, has been 
dean of the Austin Presbyterian Theo- 
logical Seminary in Austin, Texas, 
since 1944, 


Bishop Sheen and Protestants 


Perhaps the best known Roman 
Catholic voice to an American radio 
and television audience is that of 
Bishop Fulton J. Sheen. His influence 
has been great among non-Catholics, 
especially those of the intellectual 
world. Many outstanding men have be- 
come converts through his efforts. 
Therefore, what he has to say deserves 
notice. 

Speaking to a large audience in Brus- 
sels at the World’s Fair, he made the 
following remarks in an address con- 
cerning Protestants: 

“We who have the Faith must admit 
that 400 years ago the Church needed 
a reformation because of the decline of 
the spirit of Christ among its clergy and 
its faithful. 

“The protests of the reform at that 
time were right; the reforms of the re- 
formers were wrong. The reformers be- 
gan inside the Church but the reforma- 
tions led them outside it. The Catholic 
must always look upon the existence of 
Protestantism as, to some extent, a 
judgment on himself. The Lord pun- 
ished us for failing Him in the way we 
lived...” 

The bishop continued, “each of the 
hundreds of Christian sects has some 
fraction or piece of Divine Truth— 
some more than others, though the Pro- 
testants are separated from the rock 
upon which the Church was built, they 
are not separated from Him who laid 
that rock.” 

The concessions of Bishop Sheen are 
much appreciated. It is a solemn privi- 
lege when we Protestants realize that 
we are an historic evidence of the spir- 
itual failure of the Roman Church. In 
true humility we ought so to walk with 
Him, the Redeemer of all men that we 
may ever be worthy of this witness as 
suggested by the bishop. Furthermore, 
we appreciate his remarks when he 
points out that though we be separated 
from the rock, we are related to the 
Rock, even Jesus Christ who died for 
us. We might comment, however, that 
though we are separated from Peter the 
Apostle, reputed founder of the Church 
of Rome, we count it a privilege to be 
identified with him as one who needed 
the cleansing blood of Christ as even 
do we. 
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A Festival of Praise. The Moody Chor- 
ale, Donald Hustad, director. Word 
3048. 

Motet, Op. 29. No. 2, Brahms; Children of the 
Heavenly Fatber, Swedish, arr. Hustad; Prayer 
to Jesus, Oldroyd; O Love That Wilt Not Let 
Me Go, Peace-Hustad; Sing and Smile and Pray, 
Brock-Hustad. Side Two: He’s Got the Whole 
Wide World in His Hands, Spiritual, Arr. Hus- 
tad; Blessed Assurance, Knapp-Hustad; Mexican 
Christmas Procession, arr. Christiansen; Guest 
from Heaven, arr. Overby; Whitsunday Hymn, 
Vaughan-Williams; Jesu, Priceless Treasure, 
Bach. 

One of the finest records of choral 
singing I have ever heard is the Moody 
Chorale’s “A Festival of Praise.” Under 
the superlative direction of Donald Hus- 
tad, this group sings with an intensity 
and nobility of style that might well 
serve as a model to church directors 
everywhere. 

Most of the virtues of fine choral 
work are in abundant evidence on this 
disc: fine diction, precise attacks and 
releases, great dynamic range, usually 
excellent intonation, beautiful tone, etc. 
The repertoire is varied and well-chosen, 
ranging as it does from the enormously 
difficult Brahms Motet to the simple, 
but very well done arrangement of the 
hymn, “Blessed Assurance.” 

If you want to be a musical mission- 
ary, why not make a Christmas present 
of this one to your church choir direc- 
tor? 


The A Choir. Henry Veld, con- 
ductor. Word 4001. 

Hymn to St. Cecilia, Britten; Der Bucklichte 
Fiedler, Brahms; There is a Balm in Gilead, Daw- 
son. Side Two: Tryggare Kan Ingen Vara, Trad.; 
What Can Life Be But a Shadow, J. M. Bach; 
Lord, Thou Hast Been Our Refuge, Vaughan- 
Williams. 


Another superior disc of choral music. 
Actually this record originally appeared 
on the now-defunct Key label, and has 
been inherited by Word. Just as beauti- 
ful as ever, it is a model of melting tone- 
quality and refined style. The repertoire 
is distinguished and out-of-the-ordinary. 
The words, however, are not easily un- 
derstandable; whether this is the fault of 
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RECORD REVIEWS 


the choir or the recording engineers I 
don’t know, but Word has solved this 
problem by thoughtfully providing com- 
plete texts of the music sung. 


Official Album, Youth For Christ Inter- 
national, directed by Paul Mickelson. 
Word 3055. 

Y.F.C. Theme ’58; Down Deep in My Heart; 
Send the Light; Medley-Cleanse Me, Over the 
Sunset Mountain, He’s Coming Soon; Springs of 
Living Water, Heaven Medley—O That Will Be 
Glory for Me, When We All Get to Heaven. 
Side Two: Assurance March; Sweeter as the Years 
Go By; Nothing but the Blood; Until Then; 
When God Is Near; Y.F.C. Victory March. 

Quite another type of music is en- 
countered in an album called Youth for 
Christ Official Album, incorporating 
choir, brass band and musicians, all un- 
der the direction of Paul Mickelson. At- 
tually, perhaps I should have listed this 
under “Miscellaneous” since more than 
just choral singing is involved. There are 
Hawaiian guitars, trombones, electronic 
organs, and even sound effects of satel- 
lite launchings. 

Everything is very well done, and the 
enthusiastic spirit of the young partici- 
pants is readily caught by the listener. 
This particular listener, however, could 
wish that such enthusiasm could be chan- 
neled into more worthwhile music than 
the featherweight examples heard on 
this record. 


Hymns Immortal. Baylor University Re- 
ligious Hour Choir, Leroy Yarbrough, 
director. Word 3043. 

Crown Him with Many Crowns; Jesus Shall 
Reign; Jesus Lover of My Soul; My Savior First 
of All; Bless the Lord, O My Soul. Side Two: 
Melody Divine; Let Us Break Bread Together; 
And Can It Be; Wonderful Peace; It Is Well 
with My Soul; For All My Sin. 

Good, but not exceptional, choral 
work. The repertoire is not particularly 
distinguished, and some of the hymns 
seem over-arranged with their gaudy 
brass fanfares. While many churches 
would be proud to have choirs the equal 
of this one, I believe that this recording 
will appeal mainly to alumni of Baylor 
University. 


The Keler-York Rendition of Popular 
Aires. Zondervan Victory Re- 
cording 524. 
He Washed My Eyes with Tears; He Knows Just 
What I Need; Jesus Savor Pilot Me; Let Me Be 
Worthy; Climb Those Golden Stairs; Where No 
One Stands Alone. Side Two: Keep on the Firing 
Line; Singing; Just Keep on Praying; If You De- 
~ The Healing Touch; Jesus Signed My Par- 
lon. 
The recording by a mixed quartet fea- 
tures what I have been told is known as 
“country music.” If this is to your taste, 





you will find these selections enthusias- 
tically performed. 


Count Your Blessings. The White Sis- 
ters, Harold DeCou, accompanist and 
arranger. Word 3053. 

Count Your Blessings; There’s No Disappoint- 
ment in Jesus; I’m Not Alone; In the Shadow of 
the Cross; Above All Else; Wonderful; When 
There’s a Rainbow in the Sky. Side Two: Now 
I Belong to Jesus; Yes, He Did; Why Should He 
Love Me So; It’s Not an Easy Road; After; I 
Found a Friend; Jubilee. 

The White Sisters, a female vocal trio, 
sing light songs with great precision, ex- 
cellent diction, and small voices. If light 
music hung on sacred words appeals to 
— you might enjoy this well-done rec- 
ord. 


VOCAL 

When God Speaks. Virgina Garrett See- 
lig, contralto, B. J. Whitehead, arranger- 
accompanist, and the Baylor University 
Chapel Choir, Dr. Euell Porter, director. 
Word 3051. 

There Is a Fountain; Haven of Rest; I Love 
Thee; His Eye Is on the Sparrow; Hallelujah, 
What a Savior; Blessed Redeemer. Side Two: 
Wayfaring Stranger; When God Speaks; I Will 
Arise; Take Your Burden; Holy, Holy; How 
Great Thou Art. 

A superior voice and true nobility of 
style are heard in a record by Virginia 
Seelig. The repertoire is not varied, but 
Mrs. Seelig by virtue of her exceptional 
artistry makes this recording something 
not to be missed. The choral and organ 
backgrounds, too, are done with taste. 


The Splendor of Sacred Song. Frank 
Boggs, and the Concert Orchestra of 
London. Word 7001-2. 

O Master, Let Me Walk with Thee; Face to Face; 
In the Sweet By and By; He Leadeth Me; Open 
the Gates of the Temple. Side Two: When I Sur- 
vey; Sweet Hour of Prayer; What a Friend; How 
Sweet the Name; Abide with Me; Prayer of 
Thanksgiving. Side Three: I Love To Tell the 
Story; Jesus Paid It All; God Will Take Care of 
You; His Eye Is on the Sparrow; Beneath the 
Cross of. Jesus; How Lovely Are Thy Dwellings. 
Side Four: Moment by Moment; I Am Amazed; 
The Ninety and Nine; There is a Fountain; The 
Lost Chord. 

Another superior artist is Frank 
Boggs, represented by two releases pro- 
duced by Word. A two-disc album, “The 
Splendor of Sacred Song,” features taste- 
ful orchestral accompaniments. Presum- 
ably the arranger and conductor are not 
named because of contractual tie-ups; 
otherwise such omissions would be in- 
excusable. The Boggs voice and style 
are beautifully displayed in this well- 
produced album. One longs to hear him 
in more demanding music. 
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Yes, God Is Real. Frank Boggs. Word 
3046. 

Yes, God Is Real; Leave It There; O Mary Don’t 
You Weep; Stand by Me; Steal Away; Just a 
Closer Walk with Thee; Deep River. Side Two: 
Good News; Were You There; Roll, Jordan, 
Roll; Let Us Break Bread Together; Lord I Want 
To Be a Christian; He’s Got the Whole World in 
His Hands. 

Perhaps even more charming, because 
it is utterly unpretentious and simple, is 
a record of spirituals sung by Boggs to 
his own piano accompaniment. After 
listening to so many over-arranged 
hymns, like a bouquet of gilded lilies, it 
is a real joy to listen to these simple, ar- 
tistic arrangements which aren’t afraid 
to let these wonderful old tunes stand 
alone on their own very real merits. (I 
don’t mean to imply that the other 
Boggs’ and Seelig recordings are over- 
arranged. But this is a general criticism 
of many recent vocal releases.) 


INSTRUMENTAL 
Bob Anderson Plays Organ Meditations. 
Word 3052. 


Open Mine Eyes; Jesus I Come; I Must Tell 
Jesus; Wonderful Peace; When I Come to the 
End of the Way; Let Him In. Side Two: Beneath 
the Cross of Jesus; Overshadowed; Blessed Quiet- 
ness; Make Me a Blessing; I Will Pilot Thee; We 
Shall See His Lovely Face. 


Beside Still Waters— Vol. 2. Lew 
Charles. Word 3042. 

Let the Lower Lights Be Burning; The King’s 
Business; My Heavenly Father; It Pays To Serve 
Jesus; Ob, It Is Wonderful; The Stranger of 
Galilee. Side Two: I Am Praying for You; I 
Know Whom I Have Believed; I Walk with the 
King; He Lives; Medley—All the Way My Sav- 
jar Leads Me; Lead Me Savior; Guide Me, O Thou 
Great Jehovab. 

Two records of organ music have 
reached me for review purposes this 
month. 

One has the advantage of being played 
on a pipe organ, although the instrument 
is obviously designed for theater music, 
not hymns. The other is obviously elec- 
tronic, and though the artist, Bob An- 
dersen, does his best to dress up the in- 
strument with piano interludes and one- 
note melodies, still the instrument par 
excellence of the soap opera is ever- 
present. 

The artist on the other disc, Lew 
Charles, plays in a very theatrical style, 
as indeed does Andersen. And if you 
like your hymns overburdened with vi- 
brato, glissandi, unnecessary modula- 
tions, and other devices of the old-time 
movie organist, you just may enjoy 
these. Let me say that, judged by their 
own standards, these men do excellent 
jobs. 








With the realization that high-fidelity 
phonograph records of real quality are 
now being produced in the religious 
field, ETERNITY in this issue launches a 
new column by the distinguished organ- 
ist, director and composer, Robert El- 
more. 

Dr. Elmore (two honorary doctorates 
were conferred upon him last June: 
Doctor of Laws from Alderson-Broad- 
dus College and Doctor of Humane Let- 
ters from Moravian College) is a musi- 
cian upon whom many honors have 
been showered for his unique ability as 
performer and composer. He now serves 
as organist-choirmaster of the Cen- 
tral Moravian Church, Bethlehem, Pa., 
which has long been a center of great 
church music, and heads the organ de- 
partment at the Philadelphia Conserva- 
tory of Music. 

Just recently the first performance of 
his new cantata, “Psalm of Redemp- 
tion,” was brilliantly performed by the 
Bethlehem church choir. His “It Began 
at Breakfast,” was the first American 
opera to be televised. His symphonic 
and choral works have found favor 
with leading conductors. 
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INTRODUCING OUR COLUMNIST 


Born of missionary parents in India, 
Elmore was brought to this country for 
his musical education which began 
when he was six. At nine he had begun 
his organ studies. Later he carried 
on advanced work under Dr. Harl 
McDonald at the University of Penn- 
sylvania which conferred the Bachelor 
of Music degree upon him in 1937. He 
also received the Licentiate of the Royal 
Academy of Music (L.R.A.M.) of Lon- 
don in three subjects—organ, concert 
piano and pianoforte accompaniment, 
an achievement unprecedented in the 
history of the Academy. He later re- 
ceived the degree of Associate of the 
Royal College of Organists (A.R.C.O.)’ 
of London. 

Elmore, who records under the Mer- 
cury label, serves as organist on the 
Bible Study Hour program with Dr. 
Donald Grey Barnhouse, editor-in- 
chief of ETERNITY. 

In addition to his musical achieve- 
ments, Elmore is a sincere believer in 
the Lord Jesus Christ. 

We believe our readers will recognize 
that he is also a writer and critic of real 
distinction. 





IS 

THERE 

é 

CHRISTMAS 
IN 

ISRAEL ? 


With Jews still looking for their Mes- 
siah you might ask: “Is there a Christ- 
mas in Israel?” 

This little orphan along with other chil- 
dren are needy in Israel. All their lives 
all they have known has been suffering. 
Some of the Yemenite Jews in their 
great exodus to Israel were so under- 
nourished they could hardly hold food. 
They were numb from weeks of terror 
and hope. 

A Child of 12 weighed what a youngster 
of four should weigh. This is one of the 
many reasons we are ministering in 
Israel. God has led us to help these little 
children. We believe they are the future 
missionaries or Christian witnesses in 
Israel. 

Is there a Christmas in Israel? There 
ean be—with your help! Hebrew Chris- 
tians are still suffering discrimination. 
Their children become the targets of 
ridicule. 

Your heart will be rejoicing if at this 
blessed Christmas season you help relieve 
distress and give a little happiness to 
needy, hungry Hebrew Christians in 
Israel and in Europe. Remember espe- 
cially the little children and the aged 
Hebrew Christians whom we support in 
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GEMS of 
CHRISTMAS SONG 


59 of the well-known and loved Christmas hymns 
at a price all can afford! Order enough for the 
entire Sunday School, church or club. Give them 
as “extra” gifts or use them as your own t- 
mas greeting. 

Heavy pai cover 
20 cents each, $15.00 a hundred 
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NEW BOOKS 





NEW VERSIONS OF OLD BOOK 


Intelligible to the Masses 


THE AMPLIFIED NEW TESTAMENT. 
Zondervan. 1,010 pp. $3.95. 


THE SELF-ANTERPRETING NEW TESTA- 
MENT. Ashley 5. Johnson. Baker. 


424 pp. $3.95. 


Reviewed by John H. Skilton 


These two attractive volumes repre- 
sent commendable efforts to assist the 
reader in his interpretation and under- 
standing of the New Testament. The 
Amplified New Testament, a new 
translation sponsored by the Lockman 
Foundation of La Habra, California, 
is the result of much research and labor 
on the part of Frances E. Siewert and 
others. Its aim has been to be faithful 
to the Greek, to be grammatically cor- 
rect, to be intelligible to the masses, 
and to give to Christ His rightful place. 

One of its chief features is that it 
incorporates in the text itself a large 
amount of interpretative material. It is 
especially concerned with providing 
multiple renderings of Greek words in 
order to convey to the reader more of 
the richness and fullness of the original 
than could be conveyed in a conven- 
tional translation. Its zeal for conserv- 
ing the precise force of the words in 
the Greek text stems from a wholesome 
conviction that “the whole Word of 
God was originally verbally inspired 
and infallible.” By marks of punctua- 
tion and other devices it sets off the 


explanatory material from the text 
proper. 

The Self-Interpreting New Testa- 
ment, compiled and arranged by Ashley 
S. Johnson, founder of the College of 
the Evangelists at Kimberlin Heights, 
Tenn. (later called Johnson Bible Col- 
lege), does not offer a new translation. 
It makes use of the text of the King 
James Version (with slight modifica- 
tion). Its most distinctive feature is 
that it incorporates Scripture refer- 
ences in the body of the text and prints 
the full text of those references. By this 
device the reader is conveniently as- 
sisted by Scripture itself in the inter- 
pretation of the text before him. 

The Amplified New Testament 
claims to follow the Greek text of 
Westcott and Hort “with meticulous 
care.” This is not to be understood, 
however, as implying that it adopts the 
textual preferences of Westcott and 
Hort at every point. For example, the 
passages Mark 16:9-20 and John 7:53— 
8:11 are included. The. Self-Inter- 
preting New Testament does not indi- 
cate to its readers critical judgment 


about textual matters. It will be found 
providing almost two columns of Scrip- 
ture references after the textually dis- 
puted verse, Acts 8:37. 

Both of these works in their own way 
should improve the careful reader’s 
understanding of the New Testament: 
The Amplified New Testament by its 
convenient condensation of lexical and 
other material, and The Self-Interpret- 
ing New Testament by its helpful ref- 
erences to related passages. Of course, 
judgments will differ as to whether 
there is too much or too little or errone- 
ous amplification and as to how many 
or how few Scripture references should 
be cited. The description given of 
Hades in The Amplified New Testa- 
ment as “the place of all the dead” 
(Luke 16:23) apparently was written 
without benefit of the discriminating arti- 
cle on “Hades” by Geerhardus Vos in 
The International Standard Bible Ency- 
clopaedia. The amplification of Philip- 
pians 2:6,7 is based on an erroneous 
exegesis of verse 7 and unfortunately 
gives the impression of supporting a 
kenotic doctrine. (See Benjamin War- 
field: Biblical Doctrines. Oxford Uni- 
versity Press.) The interpretation of 
“foreknow” (Romans 8:29) does not 
set forth the pregnant force of the term. 

The Amplified New Testament, al- 
though it does not aim at literary fi- 
nesse, should be found readable and 
stimulating. The Self-Interpreting New 
Testament provides a fresh demonstra- 
tion of the literary excellence of the 
King James Version. Both volumes 
have an attractive format. Both use 
large type for the text proper, and The 
Amplified New Testament has but one 
column to a page. 


The reviewer is assistant professor of 
New Testament at Westminster Theologi- 
cal Seminary, Philadelphia. 





WUEST’S EXPANDED TRANSLATION 
OF THE GREEK NEW TESTAMENT: 
ACTS THROUGH EPHESIANS. Ken- 
neth S. Wuest. Eerdmans. 248 pp. 
$3.50. 


Reviewed by A. Berkeley Mickelsen 


Professor Wuest, famous for his 
word studies, is in the process of trans- 
lating the New Testament. However, 
his, like all translations, is interpretive. 
This work in some places is more than 
a paraphrase; that is, it has explanatory 
comments. Yet the author follows the 
Greek word order. Sometimes this does 
show the Greek emphasis; at other 
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times it gives the appearance of strict 
literalness but actually destroys clarity. 

According to Wuest, it is to be used 
in connection with the Authorized 
Version, “never in its place.” 

One serious omission is found in 
Professor Wuest’s bibliography. He 
makes no mention of Walter Bauer’s 
famous Greek-German lexicon which 
has recently been translated into Eng- 
lish (Arndt and Gingrich: A Greek- 
English Lexicon of the New Testa- 
ment). 

The paragraphing and style of the 
expanded translation is good. The verse 
numbers are placed in the margin and 
do not interrupt the thought of the 


reader. Highly commendable is the sec- 
tion, ““A Definition of Terms.” 

As in most translations, both 
strengths and weaknesses are evident. 
For example, the passage in Acts 20: 
17-38 has several praiseworthy fea- 
tures. “Serving the Lord as His slave” 
(vs. 19) is a good rendering of douleuo; 
“in city after city” (vs. 23) is a good 
rendering of the distributive use of 
kata; “good news” (vs. 24) is a better 
term for euaggelion than “gospel”; “for 
the purpose of drawing away disciples” 
makes clear the force of the articular 
infinitive in vs. 30; “working to the 
point of exhaustion” (vs. 35) is an ex- 
celent rendering of the participle 
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Give the Word of God to those you love 
...In the living language of today! 


What more timely gift for this moment in this world 
than a Bible! And what more timely Bible than the 
Revised Standard Version— so clearly written in the 
language we use today that your loved ones will turn 
to it twice as often for inspiration and peace of mind. 


The RSV replaces out-of-date, confusing expres- 
sions with clear, understandable language—yet pre- 
serves the poetic beauty of the King James Version. 
It is based on the most authoritative texts available. 
And since many of these are ancient manuscripts 


only recently discovered, the RSV Bible is, in a 
sense, our oldest Bible as well as our most accurate. 

Because of this new clarity and accuracy, the RSV 
is a Bible even for someone who already has a Bible. 

Religious leaders of more than 40 denominations 
have praised the RSV Bible. More than six million 
copies have been sold. This Christmas give your 
loved ones a richer understanding of God’s Scrip- 
tures with this magnificent Bible. They'll long re- 
member you for such a treasured gift. 


THERE IS AN RSV BIBLE FOR EVERY MEMBER OF YOUR FAMILY 


Red-LetterEdition (3900RL). 
An RSVB with the words of 
Christ in red. In moments, 






Rich genuine leather (3807, 
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Edition (2804Z). Contains 12 
full-color pictures, 12 maps 












any part of the Master’s mes- 
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buckram. Page size: 5)4” 
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of white space between lines 
for easy reading. Gold edges, 
ribbon markers. Page size: 
54x 8 4”. Boxed. Black 










in color. Black leatheroid 
binding with zipper. Limp 
style. Page size: 54” x 
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Ask your book dealer or denominational book- 
store to show you the many handsome editions 
of the Revised Standard Version Bible today. 


NEWi Magnificent India-Paper Bibles. 
A triumph of the bookbinder’s art. Each edi- 
tion is less than 1” thick, yet is printed in 
easy-to-read 9-point type. Gold edges and 
stamping, ribbon marker. Presentation page. 
Page size: 534” x 84”. Boxed. 
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Luxurious black or red genuine morocco, 
leather-lined (3868X, 3868XR) ..... $20> Exclusive publishers of the Revised Standard Version Bible, 
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Love, Skill 
& Mystery 


A Handbook of Marriage 
by THEODOR BOVET, M.D. 


with foreword by 
David R. Mace 


In frank and simple terms this 
complete handbook relates the 
physical and personal aspects 
of sex and marriage. “Certain 
to become a classic in the field 
of love and marriage . . . here 
is the picture of human sex life 
as a Christian sees it: under 
God’s direction . . . This book is 
a five-star addition to every 
church member’s library.”— 
THEODORE A. BRAUN More than 
100,000 copies sold in Europe. 

$3.50 














Love and 
Conflict: 


New Patterns in 
Family Life 
by GIBSON WINTER 


University of Chicago 


As modern city life destroys 
neighborhood and community 
ties, the family is being forced 
into an excessive intimacy— 
and artificial closeness which 
breeds tension, conflict and 
confusion. In this valuable, 
practical book, Dr. Winter 
analyzes these in-family con- 
flicts between husbands and 
wives, parents and children, 





the old and the young, and sug- 
gests ways of dealing with 
them. “Although the author’s 
final frame of reference is Bib- 
lieal, this penetrating and ere- 
ative analysis is informed by 
the best insights of the social 
seiences.””—PAUL B. MAVES 


$3.50 








At all booksellers 
DOUBLEDAY & COMPANY, INC. 
Garden City, New York 
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kopionatas; “there is more spiritual 
prosperity in constantly giving than in 
constantly receiving” (vs. 35) is a 
unique and forceful way of highlighting 
the meaning of the Greek adjective 
makarion. 

While there are some good features 
in Romans 11:13-27, certain weak- 
nesses also appear in the lack of 
distinction between the singular and 
plural of “you.” The “you” in verse 13, 
“to you,” is plural; also the “you” in 
verse 25, “for I do not desire you,” is 
plural. But all of the “you” forms be- 
tween these two are singular. From 
verses 17 to 24 there are in the Greek 
text eight second-person-singular pro- 
nouns and 13 second-person-singular 
verb forms. But in this expanded trans- 
lation none of this is conveyed to the 
reader. 

In several instances, these fine dis- 
tinctions have significant theological 
implications. Actually, the King James 
translation, with its “thee” and “thou” 
for singular and its “you” for plural 
escapes this difficulty. Romans is a let- 
ter. Paul is making his message very 
personal. “Now you, as an individual 
Gentile, don’t bear the root but the root 
bears you” (verse 18). Failing to see 
this distinction, the reader may think 


the “you” is addressed to the Gentiles 
as a group. z 

Nevertheless, there are many fine 
features about this work. It should be 
a “must” on the book lists of those who 
for one reason or another prefer the 
King James version. 


The reviewer is associate professor of 
Bible and Theology, Wheaton College. 


POWER IN PREACHING. W. E. Sang- 
ster. Abingdon. 110 pp. $2.25. 


Reviewed by Herbert Henry Ehrenstein 


The Scottish poet, Robert Burns, 
once wrote: “O wad some Power the 
giftie gie us, to see oursels as ithers see 
us!” Every preacher ought to echo 
that sentiment. And now, the man 
whom Billy Graham calls “the greatest 
preacher of our time” has written a 
book that enables pastors and student- 
ministers to see themselves both as they 
are and as they ought to be. 

In seven practical, down-to-earth 
chapters, the author has humbly turned 
the searchlight of his own successful 
experience upon preachers. He strikes 
hard at some of the substitutes for good 
preaching tolerated by his brethren in 
the ministry. To compensate for his 





CHURCH AND THE FAIR SEX 


Where Women Fit In 


THE PLACE OF WOMEN IN THE 
CHURCH. Charles Caldwell Ryrie. 
Macmillan. 147 pp. $2.95. 


Reviewed by Howard W. Oursler 


This is not the presentation of a per- 
sonal point of view; it is a careful study 
of biblical and early church sources, 
pursued with the thoughtfulness of a 
trained mind and a devout spirit. 

Ryrie presents the evidence in the 
teachings of Christ and of Paul, and 
in the life of the Christian community 
during the first three centuries, con- 
cerning the place of women in the early 
church. He calls upon every relevant 
reference in the gospels and the epistles 
to bear its witness, and upon the writ- 
ings of the early church fathers. An im- 
posing array of notes referring to his 
sources follows every chapter. 

The author does not hesitate to deal 
with those passages that are sometimes 
regarded as an “interim ethic” for a 
particular period only. In doing so, he 
demonstrates his familiarity with op- 
posing points of view and his ability to 
examine them intelligently. 

He does not come up with “pat” 
answers, but shows the reader the rea- 
sons for his conclusions. He makes 


much of the fact that although the 
Scriptures teach that the spiritual rights 
of women in the Body of Christ are 
equal with those of men, the duties of 
each are shown to be different. He finds 
no authority, either expressed or im- 
plied, for the ordination of women or 
for woman’s assumption of a place of 
leadership in the church. “Equality of 
spiritual privilege does not nullify the 
principle of subordination” of the wo- 
man to the man. 

At the same time, the author con- 
cedes that if there are no men to do 
the work in the church in a given situa- 
tion, it is better to have the work done 
by qualified women than not to have 
it done at all. Yet the woman should be 
willing to surrender her leadership the 
very moment a man is available. 

This book is a very helpful and trust- 
worthy guide in the study of a much- 
mooted question. It merits a wide read- 
ing. 


WOMAN IN THE CHURCH. Russell 
C. Prohl. Eerdmans. 80 pp. $2. 


A perennial problem climaxed re- 
cently by the ordaining of women by 
major church bodies is dealt with in 
this book. 
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rather severe criticisms, Dr. Sangster 
offers a wealth of choice counsel of .in- 
estimable value to every man called of 
God to preach. 

This little volume ought to be re- 
quired reading for every ministerial 
student. In addition, many seasoned 
preachers, having lost something of the 
early glow and fervor of their initial 
ministry, will discover new encourage- 
ment through sharing the author’s con- 
vincing testimony. 

The reviewer is pastor of the Bethany 
Baptist Church, Philadelphia, Pa. 


TWELVE BASKETS FULL. Margaret T. 
Applegarth. Harper. 245 pp. $3. 


Reviewed by Paul A. Hopkins 


A series of stories, quotations, prov- 
erbs, and Bible verses woven together 
with clever comment by the author. 
Taking the broad view of Christian 
stewardship, Miss Applegarth argues 
that one’s life, talent, goods, and money 
should be at the disposal of the church. 

Religious publishers still seem to 
need a good book on the subject of 
Christian stewardship in America, 
viewed from our economic position in 
relationship to the world’s needs. 





The author is a Lutheran pastor, and 
his study shows the result of careful, 
painstaking, scholarly research. Never- 
theless, the book is clear, intelligible, 
and interesting. 

The Word of God is taken as the 
basis for determining woman’s place in 
the church. The author rightly insists, 
however, that the pertinent passages be 
studied with care to determine exactly 
what the words say, what light the im- 
mediate context throws upon them, and 
their relation to the teaching of the 
whole Bible. He points up the impor- 
tance of asking, To whom were the 
words addressed? How did _ people 
think and act at that time and in that 
place? What in these passages is of tem- 
porary and what is of lasting signifi- 
cance? On these accepted principles of 
interpretation the work proceeds. 

He refers to the church fathers and 
to the social and religious ideals of the 
people among whom the Old and New 
Testament believers lived. 

Even though one may not draw the 
same conclusions as the author from 
the evidence presented, no one should 
fail to read this important contribution 
to the current discussion regarding wo- 
man’s status in the church. 


The reviewer is pastor of the Presby- 
terian Church of the Covenant, Bala- 
Cynwyd, Pa. 


December 1958 










6 volumes 
Complete and unabridged 


@ Over 700 beautiful illustrations, 
many of them full page 


@ Large readable type 

@ Handsomely and durably bound 
@ 6%,” x10” 

@ Nearly 400 pages per volume 


@ May be ordered as complete set 
or by individual volume 


The 6-vol. set—regularly — 


If ordered before Dec. 31, 1958— 
_ only $24.70— YOU SAVE 3. 00! 





PAY ONLY $4.95 DOWN * 


Save $00 
> | 





biography, seography. and 
my... ull 
lustrated volumes. 


Contents of Volumes: 

Oi Wel. 1 (A te Ce. 46.95) el, (eS 
Cl Vol. 1h (hee te Gone)... $4.95 CO Wel. ¥ Glico! te Se). 0S 
Cl Wel. 18 (Gent to 2. 





SPECIAL 


INTRODUCTORY 
OFFER 


Sfubrbairn’s 


IMPERIAL“ STANDARD 


® BLE 


CLOPEDIA 


Biographical. Geographical, Historical 
and Doctrinal 


(formerly “imperial Bible Dictionary”) 


Edited by Patrick Fairbairn, D. D. 
Introductions by J. C. Ryle, D. D., and C. H. Waller, M. A. 





Christian Leaders Say: 





DR. WILBUR me: DR. RALPH 
M. SMITH, Pro- - EARLE, Chair- 
fessor of English > man Depart- 
Bible, Fuller | ment of New 
Theological > Testament, 
inary, Pasa- Nazarene 
. dena, California: Theological 
| (Fairbaire) is especially Senieary, Kansas City, 
helpful in the areas of Biblical souri: “. . . Fairbairn (is) 
ccbatainn and valuable.” 


six beautifully il- 


— 49 (Vol. Vi fete... as 





Write your name and address in margin. 

Order from your book store or 

ZONDERVAN PUBLISHING | HOUSE 
Grand Rapids, Michigan 











ON CALL 


by Lois Rowe, R.N. 
New, unique devotional book. 
Beautiful gift for a nurse. $3.50 
INTER-VARSITY PRESS, Chicago 10 











ARTICLES TO COME 
IN ETERNITY 
What is Secular Work? 
Archaeology in the Holy Land 
How to Read the Bible 








Dee 











CHRIST AND 





MODERN WOMAN 
ET 
by Argye 





M. Briggs $2.50 


This stimulating examina- 
tion of the Christian wo- 





man’s problems offers solution and challenge 
toward helpful self-evaluation and new spir- 
itual horizons. 





SHEPHERD PSALM 





OF PALESTINE 





by G. Frederick Owen $3.00 





Beautifully illustrated, this devotional study 
of Psalm 23 will delight every Christian 
reader and bring strength and comfort in 
time of trouble and grief. 

At your bookseller, or 


WM. B. EERDMANS e GRAND RAPIDS 








THE TEST OF FORTY YEARS 


has proven the correctness of the statements in the 
book Bible History of World Government =< a 
Forecast of Its Future from Bible Prophecy. First 
printed in 1918 and several printings since. No 
revisions needed. Ihecy is turning into History 
as foretold. $2.00. 

edition has “added chapter about the present 
Jewish situation and prophecy. 


Union Bible Seminary EM Westfield, Ind. 








YOUR LITTLE BIBLE MISSIONARY 


ANSWERS THE CALL 


YOU can sow the Seed of the Word in the hearts of 

the Sick, Lost, Troubled and Lonely and expect a 

spiritual harvest through distribution of these Little 

Bibles. These Little Bibles contain Scripture verses on 

12 most familiar subjects such as Salvation, Promises, 
Youth and Home, etc, 


Place these Little Bibles in: 


Prayer, Joy, Love, 


ea 





This is your opportunity to 
“Give the Lift that resco 
Order the beautiful redwood d 
(size 1242” x 9%") ~—* 
144 LITTLE BIBLES @ $8.50 postpaid or 
100 LITTLE BIBLES @ $5.00 postpaid 


(not in case) 


Send check or money order to: 
THE CHRISTIAN BOOK NOOK 
206 Hunter Avenue, N. E. 
Union Springs, Alabama 











39 








AMERICA’S 
MOST POPULAR 
TEACHING AID! 














of help on 
each week’s 
Uniform 





lesson in 


Standard 
LESSON COMMENTARY 


A complete lesson at your fingertips — 
Scripture, lesson background, explanation 
of text, daily Bible readings, main points 
of lesson, discussion and application, truth 
for daily living, lesson quiz, visual aid sug- 
gestions, and teaching plan for youth and 
adults. 

Complete, practical, true to the Bible. 
Profusely illustrated. Two-color maps. 
Large, easy-to-read type. 448 pages, 7% 
x 9% inches, beautifully bound. 


only $2.95 
At your Bookstore, or Dept. ET-12 
STANDARD PUBLISHING, Cincinnati 





40 





LESSON COMMENTARIES 


The 1959 Lesson Outlook 


ARNOLD’S COMMENTARY. Edited by 
B. L. Olmstead. Light and Life. 
286 pp. $2.25. 


BROADMAN’S COMMENTS. E. F. 
Haight and Duke K. McCall. Broad- 
man. 456 pp. $2.75. 


PELOUBET’S SELECT NOTES. Edited by 
Wilbur M. Smith. Wilde. $2.95. 


TARBELL’S TEACHER'S GUIDE. Edited 
by Frank S. Mead. Revell. 380 pp. 
$2.75. 


Reviewed by Herbert Henry Ehrenstein 


The International Sunday School 
Lessons for 1959 cover four different 
areas of Scripture including the life of 
Jesus, the Old Testament united and di- 
vided kingdoms, studies in Old Testa- 
ment books and a rapid survey of the 
Acts of the Apostles. 

Naturally, all of the commentaries 
surveyed in this brief review deal with 
the same textual material, but each has 
its own specific character and mode of 
presentation. Since teachers differ in 
their manner of class instruction as well 
as in educational and theological back- 
ground, it stands to reason the volume 
that appeals to one will not necessarily 
meet the needs of another. Our purpose, 
therefore, is to offer a concise survey of 
the outstanding features of each lesson 
commentary and allow teachers to se- 
lect those best suited to their needs. 


Arnold’s Commentary seeks to pre- 
pare the teacher’s mind by a series of 
editorials plus a brief introduction to 
each quarter’s lessons. The lessons 
themselves contain the printed text 
(King James Version), brief comments 
on each verse, a fuller discussion of the 
subject material and sidelights offering 
up-to-date facts and illustrative ma- 
terial. There is a departmental division 
with pointed suggestions for teaching 
young people, adults, intermediates, 
seniors, juniors and primary. Each les- 
son concludes with two well-written es- 
says by editorial associates. A Bible 
glossary at the rear of the book inter- 
prets proper names found in the lesson 
material. 


Broadman Comments presents an in- 
troduction to each quarter, the lesson 
text (KJV), comments on the text it- 
self with choice outline of material 
covered. Then, the Lesson in Life sug- 
gests a helpful application of the scrip- 


tural truth to the Christian’s living. 
Recommended visual aids listing is in- 
clined with each lesson. There is fre- 
quent use of the Revised Standard Ver- 
sion in the comments. A cumulative in- 
dex of Scripture verses treated from 
1954—1959, renders this book, with 
the annuals of the past five years, a 
rather comprehensive commentary on 
a good segment of Scripture. 


Peloubet’s Select Notes has the dis- 
tinction of presenting to the public its 
85th annual commentary. The audio- 
visual sélections, dated to correspond 
to the lessons, are listed at the beginning 
of the book. Each lesson is treated with 
Dr. Wilbur Smith’s characteristic pre- 
cision. The format, used for a number 
years, remains unchanged: text, teach- 
ing hints, lesson setting, outline, sug- 
gested books and exposition. The sug- 
gested books, unfortunately, are not al- 
ways available to the average teacher. 
But the copious quotations from the 
editor’s vast library, interspersed through 
the lesson material are sufficient to af- 
ford ample content for a Sunday school 
lesson. Each section concludes with a 
collateral thought, a pointed truth for 
the class to carry away and questions 
for reflection. 


Tarbell’s Teachers’ Guide opens with 
suggestions on the use of audio-visual 
material, a list of recommended audio- 
visuals, three questions each teacher 
should ask himself and the lesson pages 
themselves. Interestingly, the memory 
verse each week is from the RSV though 
the lesson text is from the KJV. An 
outline, geographical and/or historical 
data, comments, teacher-suggestions, 
topics for various age groups, sentence 
sermons and questions for the follow- 
ing week’s lesson—these comprise the 
book’s. contents. The illustrations are 
good, up-to-date, poignant. There are a 
few references which may seem objec- 
tionable—e.g., brotherhood of man, 
quotations from liberal and non-Chris- 
tian writers, the authorship of Daniel, 
etc. 


Summing Up: Every teacher needs at 
least one of these commentaries to sup- 
plement his denominational quarterly. 
This reviewer concludes with some im- 
pressions gained from perusing the vari- 
ous volumes, trying to see in them what 
a Sunday school teacher would see and 
need. 
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Peloubet’s is, by far, the deepest of 
the volumes in point of content. Dr. 
Smith has extracted the ideas of some 
of the greatest writers of past and pres- 
ent. Excellent for advanced classes of 
thinking adults, well-versed in spiritual 
things. 


Broadman and Arnold’s are both 
simple in presentation with appropriate 
illustrations and homey, down-to-earth 
application to life. One feels as if the 
writers were sitting along-side, talking 
person-to-person. Splendid books for 
the average Sunday school teacher and 
class. 


Tarbell’s would be the most practical 
from the standpoint of contemporary 
illustrative material, pertinent to mod- 
ern man. Choice for a class of intellect- 
uals—business and professional people, 
college and university students—desir- 
ing eternal truth with a modern-day 
flavor. 

This does not mean the features com- 
mon to one volume may not also be 
found, to some degree, in others. But 
the points singled out appear emphatic 
in the commentaries cited. All are well- 
written, expert endeavors to interpret 
the International Lessons from varied 
points of view to various groups of 
teachers. 


The reviewer is pastor of the Bethany 
Baptist Church, Philadelphia, Pa. 








ORDER NOW 





PRESCRIPTION FOR 


SUNDAY SCHOOL 





HERE’S HELP! 
Verse-by-verse study 


Best 





ARNOLD’S COMMENTARY . . . quick, 


, The World's 
Commentary 


gives scholarly ex- 

planations of difficult for 

passages. Up-to-date + 

illustrations and ap- Vente 

plications are pre- Pastors 

sented by laymen. Students 

Material is evangelical 

and conservative in wae 

doctrine. Lessons fol- Bookstores 

low a departmentally 

graded plan. $2.95 
W.A. Wilde Co. 
Boston 16, Mass. 








professional help for busy people who study 





and teach the International Uniform Sun- 
day School Lessons 





Fibre-plastic binding, 286 pages $2.25 


on the 
International Uniform 
Sunday School Lessons 


Let us helfe you toe 


LIGHT AND LIFE PRESS 


Winona Lake, Indiana 








For candid appraisals of sacred recordings, Send to 
see ETERNITY’s new Record Review column. 


It begins in this issue. 





Box 177 E 


THE SUNDAY SCHOOL TIMES 
brings to many thousands around 
the world each week eleven fine 
helps for teachers of all grades 


Special thirteen week offer for $1 
(Canada $1.10—Foreign $1.25) 


THE SUNDAY SCHOOL TIMES CO. 
Philadelphia 5, Pa. 























' pouGtar? 


girt 





THE DOUGLASS SUNDAY 
SCHOOL LESSONS 1959 


by Earl L. Douglass 


FOR MANY YEARS, TO MANY PEOPLE, THE ANSWER TO 
STIMULATING, COMPLETE SUNDAY SCHOOL CLASSES 


Most useful . . . most used . . . the 1959 edition of this easy to use, 
thoroughly helpful guide continues to give the PERCEPTIVE and PRAC- 
TICAL aid that made its predecessors indispensable to Sunday School 
teachers and students alike. 

e Evangelical in Doctrine 

e Scripture lessons printed in full (K.J.V.) 
e Helpful list for outside reading 


THE DOUGLASS SUNDAY SCHOOL LESSONS 1959 is the RIGHT 
Sunday School text — vigorous in language — its roots deep in those values 
basic to sound Christian doctrine. 

Lessons get immediate interest . . . Enthusiastic response . . . Greatly 
increase the value of regular Sunday School. instruction. 

“For my personal use, I find THE DOUGLASS SUNDAY SCHOOL 
LESSONS . . . the most helpful among the many in this field that come 
to my desk.” — Daniel A. Poling, The Christian Herald $2.95 


e Fully developed explanations 
e Valuable audio-visual aids 
e Clear arrangement and printing 


60 FIFTH AVENUE + NEW YORK 11,N. Y. 








December 1958 


41 








ALAN 





REDPATH 


writes on 


the Book of 
Nehemiah 


VICTORIOUS CHRISTIAN 
SERVICE 


In Nehemiah’s elas- 
sic example of per- 
sonal service to God, 
Dr. Redpath discov- 
ers the fundamental 
principles of Chris- 
tian service. This 
new book of devo- 
tional exposition by 
the pastor of The Moody Church in 
Chicago is for all Christians who 
strive to serve the Lord through the 
church or in their daily lives. $3.00 





- «on Joshua 
VICTORIOUS CHRISTIAN LIVING 


The author finds in Joshua the key 
to much that is lacking in today’s 
Christianity, and prophetically calls 
for a revival of the New Testament 
standard of living. $3.00 


- - - on The Lord’s Prayer 
VICTORIOUS PRAYING 


From the meaning of The Lord’s 
Prayer, this warmly devotional book 
develops a pattern for the spirit of 
all praying. $2.00 













At your bookstore 
FLEMING HH. REVELL , Publishers 





YOU'LL ENJOY 
Your TRIP a 
WHEATON 
TOURS 
EACH 


YEAR 


Daily lectures by tour leader. Fine Christian fellow 
ship. Write today for FREE BULLETIN. Specify 
which tour. 

Address: Dr. Joseph P. Free 
WHEATON TOURS 
BOX 468 * WHEATON, ILLINOIS 
Department E128 


ALSO TOURS TO YELLOWSTONE PARK, 
GRAND CANYON AND CANADIAN ROCKIES 


42 








JESUS IN HIS HOMELAND. Sherman 
E. Johnson. Scribner’s. 182 pp. 
$3.75. 

Reviewed by J. Dwight Pentecost 


One of the greatest detriments to a 
proper understanding and interpreta- 
tion of the events and words in the life 
of Christ is the failure to relate these 
to the historical, geographical, political, 
religious and cultural environment in 
which they transpired. This is the aim 
of the author. 

Johnson writes from a liberal view- 
point, which will make the work, 
valuable as it is for its summaries of 
contemporary thought and history, unac- 
ceptable to the evangelical. He holds 
to the late date of the Old Testament 
prophets, the dependence of the Gospel 
writers on the mythical Q document, 
and the unreliability of the records con- 
tained in the Gospels. His desire seems 
to be to show that much of the truth 
that Jesus taught was held by either the 
Pharisees, the Sadducees or the Es- 
senes, and that Jesus probably was 
much influenced by these Judaistic 
philosophies. 


The reviewer is instructor in New Testa- 
ment Literature at Dallas Theological Sem- 


inary. 


UNDERSTANDING GRIEF. Edgar N. 
Jackson. Abingdon. 255 pp. $3.50. 
Reviewed by Norvel Peterson 


Understanding grief is indeed a fun- 
damental of an effective Christian min- 
istry. The author provides in this book 
an excellent thanatology of the dynam- 
ic psychological level that could come 
only from deep personal experience 
and highly specialized training. 

For any minister who wants to be a 
help in the “here and now” to those 
who look to him for leadership and 
comfort, this book is a must. 

Those looking for spiritual cliches 
or ways to use the Bible in ministering 
to the bereaved will be disappointed. 
This book not only provides a deep 
understanding of the process and pur- 
pose of mourning, but will give the 
seeking professional person great in- 
sight into his own personality and the 
problems of interpersonal relations of 
those about him. 

While this book should be read by 
every theological student during his 
first year in seminary, a word of cau- 
tion is necessary. The counseling so 
well illustrated by many excellent ex- 
periences and case studies was done by 
those specially trained in this field and 
should not be undertaken by the neo- 
phyte or inexperienced without some- 
one to supervise and support him in 
the early phases of this type of minis- 
try. 

The author’s lack of contact with 


psychiatrists in this respect is evi- 
denced in-his failure to demonstrate 
specifically the technique for referring 
a parishioner gracefully for psychiatric 
help, not to a “specialist” or a “psycho- 
therapist.” He does show how much a 
specially trained minister can do where 
psychiatric help is limited or unavail- 
able but he fails to give any consideration 
to the use of state hospital facilities and 
how to work with them. 

However, these defects do not ne- 
gate the great value of this book to the 
minister. The evangelical could not do 
better than to read and reread .this 
book. It is easy to follow, interesting, 
very well illustrated and dynamically 
orthodox. Every minister, especially 
every young minister worthy of the 
name should have it on his desk. 


The reviewer is a practicing psychiatrist 
in Beverly Farms, Mass. 


THE HOUR HAD COME. Go Puan 
Seng. Douma. 228 pp. 


Reviewed by Ellsworth Culver 


Go Puan Seng, owner and editor of 
The Fookien Times in Manila—largest 
Chinese daily newspaper outside of 
China—held a high priority for imme- 
diate liquidation when «Japanese troops 
swarmed into the city during World 
War II. His searing editorials had done 
much damage to their cause. 

But Go, who was reared a Buddhist 
and won to Christ by his wife, Felisa, 
was never captured. With his family, 
he survived the war in primitive moun- 
tain camps. The frustrated Japanese 
circulated his picture throughout the 
islands and came within a few feet of 
the kill on several occasions, but God 
kept the editor one step ahead of death. 
His newspaper plant in Manila was one 
of the first structures burned. 

The story of survival told in The 
Hour Had Come glows with inspiring 
experiences of obedience, faith and 
20th century miracles. Commands 
from Scripture caused the family to 
move their camp a number of times 
when danger was not evident. In each 
case, however, Japanese soldiers lo- 
cated the old camp shortly after the 
family’s departure. Truth, in this book, 
is far more exciting than fiction. 

In addition to wonderful applications 
of Scripture for present-day living, the 
narrative contains an authentic picture 
of the Philippines in the days before 
invasion, the defeat, years of occupa- 
tion atrocities and the triumphant re- 
turn of General MacArthur, who said: 
“I am a little late . . . But we finally 
came.” Go, by training and circum- 
stance, may have been the only man 
who could have written this account of 
important world history. 

The book should be a must on the 
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list of every Christian. It will provide 
thrilling illustrations for the minister 
and will strengthen those who may 
doubt occasionally that God cares for 
an individual in a world gone mad. 

President Ramon Magsaysay of the 
Philippines paid a written tribute to the 
value of The Hour Had Come before 
his fatal airplane accident. His words: 
pi . will have its salutary effect upon 
all lovers of freedom the world over... 
a story of Christian faith and character 
during World War II . . . refreshing ex- 
perience to read.” 

The reviewer is a former missionary in 


the Philippines, and now Assistant to the 
President, World Vision, Inc. 





GOD GAVE 
(Continued from page 8) 


us even when time itself no longer exists. 

It is the will of the God of love that 
we should be created, that we should be 
free, that we should be redeemed from 
our false use of our freedom, and that 
we come back to “glorify Him and en- 
joy Him forever.” To make this known, 
our Lord Jesus Christ was born of a hu- 
man mother, lived a human life, died a 
human death, and rose victorious over 
death as all along He had been victori- 
ous over sin. Amid all the joy of Christ- 
mas Day, let our thanks well up towards 
Him, let our lives pour out in service 


to others, let our hearts be opened 
more widely to Him, let our wonder 
turn to worship. Christ was God’s 
Christmas Gift to us. This is our Christ- 
mas gift to Him—the only one that He 
really wants from us. 





WHOSE MIND? 
(Continued from page 17) 


must be prepared to die once and for all 
to the things which appear indispen- 
sable to the earthly mind. Only as we 
consent to die will we live again in 
others. To take up the cross daily and 
follow our Master in self-abasement 
and self-oblation may not seem an al- 
luring prospect, but when we dare to do 
it we will find, with Samuel Rutherford, 
that the cross will be to us just such a 
burden as wings are to a bird. 

How are we to obtain the mind 
of Christ? Can we generate it from 
within? Is it a process of imitation? 
Who could imitate the grand, majestic, 
crystal-pure character of Christ? Who 
could imitate a Raphael? Is not the se- 
cret hinted at in the exhortation, “Let 
this mind be in you which was also in 
Christ Jesus?” It is the work of Another. 
Is not the supreme work of the Holy 
Spirit to reproduce in the yielded be- 
liever the inner disposition of Christ? 
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THE BRIDGE IS LOVE 
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What is the fruit of the Spirit (Gal.. 5: 
22-23) but the mind of Christ? As we 
willingly consent to the crucifixion of 
the earthly mind and purposefully yield 
to the sanctifying influences of the Holy 
Spirit, He will perform the miracle. Our 
minds will be transformed in ever-in- 
creasing degree by the renewing of the 
Holy Spirit. 





MOTHER OF OUR LORD 
(Continued from page 19) 


And Mary was a poet. The Magnifi- 
cat is a song of triumph in which there 
are 20 references to the Old Testament, 
and yet it was a new song on her lips— 
the best known, and most widely used 
hymn of Christendom: 

“My soul doth magnify the Lord, 
And my spirit hath rejoiced in God 
my Savior.” 

Mary was also a mother. Do not for- 
get that she had all the honor and much 
of the anxiety and care of every 
mother. Her great life task was that 
of guiding the child Jesus into manhood 
—to watch His growth and direct it as 
He increased in wisdom and stature and 
favor. 

The silent years at Nazareth were 
not silent for Mary. “He was subject 
to Joseph and Mary.” They therefore 
educated Him in all the duties and priv- 
ileges of a true Israelite. 

The parables of Jesus reflect the home 
life in Nazareth. We can see Mary her- 
self about her household tasks, and 
gazing with Jesus across the sown 
fields, watching the birds and hearing 
at nightfall the howl of a wolf near 
some sheepfold. Mary was the first 
teacher of Him Who taught as never 
man taught before or since. 

The greatness of Mary was that of 
her soul. Did not Mary say, “My soul 
doth magnify the Lord?” Mary’s soul 
was like a star and dwelt apart. 

All the mothers of Israel loved Jesus. 
They stopped when they saw Him pass; 
they followed Him; they ministered to 
Him of their substance; they blessed 
Him loudly; they touched His garment; 
they washed His feet; they anointed 
Him with oil. All of them might have 
cried to Mary’s son as one did, “Blessed 
is the womb that bear thee and the 
breasts which thou hast sucked!” 

But Mary loved Jesus more than all 
others and differently from all the 
others. She suffered for our sakes from 
the day of the annunciation at Nazareth 
and the night of birth at Bethlehem to 
the darkest day and the blackest night 
that followed Golgotha. She was last 
at the Cross and she was in the upper 
room praying when the blessing of Pen- 
tecost came. The last we see of her she 
is on her knees praying to her Lord! 


Finally, Mary can teach us today 
how we may share her blessedness. 

Two Greek adjectives are used of 
Mary in Luke’s narrative, one of which 
means “compassed about with grace or 
favor”—“highly favored, full of grace.” 

The other means “eulogized or 
blessed.” The angel said she was full of 
grace, and Elizabeth called her “blessed 
among women.” 

When one of the mothers of Israel, 
however, cried aloud that Mary was 
blessed because of her close physical 
relationship to our Lord, He corrected 
her and said: “Yea rather blessed are 
they that hear the word of God and 
keep it.” Mary did both. And so can we. 

On another occasion when His 
mother sought to divert Him from His 
God-given mission, Jesus exclaimed: 
“Whosoever doeth the will of God the 
same is my brother and my sister and 
my mother.” 

Such kinship to Jesus is possible, al- 
though it is a mystery of His love, re- 
vealed to those who wait on the Lord. 


“How silently, how silently 
The wondrous gift is given; 
So God imparts to human hearts 
The blessings of His heaven. 


No ear may hear His coming 
But in this world of sin 
Where meek souls will receive 
Him still, 
The dear Christ enters in.” 


The silent years at Nazareth are elo- 
quent to all who have learned the grace 
of being quiet, the art of meditation; 
and who, like Mary, lay up in their 
hearts the mysteries of God’s love. 





EDUCATION 
(Continued from page 22) 


them than some of the new values of 
our changing world. But youth must go 
on. The boy who is in school now must 
be so instructed that he can live and be 
effective 50 or 60 years from now in a 
world that even Buck Rogers has not 
dreamed of yet. It is not backward to 
the agrarian concepts and patterns of 
the Middle Ages that we must turn our 
clocks, but forward to the most ad- 
vanced visions which we can find 
within the wisdom and purposes of 
God. 

What then are the institutional pat- 
terns needed for the training of free 
minds for tomorrow’s world? God no 
doubt has the answer, but certainly no 
one institution has it. Ultimate reality 
is not defined by institutional structures. 
If the family, the church, or the state 
were to be given a monopoly over the 
education of the next generation, any 
one of them would perform within a set 
of serious limitations. 
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When our founding fathers tried to 
figure out how to set up a government 
that was “for the people,” i.e., a govern- 
ment that could not become absolute 
and oppressive on the people, they de- 
cided upon a “check and balance sys- 
tem.” A legislature to make the laws, 
an administration to carry out the laws, 
and the courts to adjudicate differences, 
each branch checking on the other and 
keeping a balance among the “sep- 
arated powers.” And all the people live 
under all the powers of the government. 

That is a good analogy for educa- 
tion. A child needs not just one educa- 
tion from one institution. He needs 
three educations from as many institu- 
tions. The family must begin the process, 
but it cannot impose itself and its limi- 
tations on the future ch‘'dren. Nor can 
the state be permitteu to absorb ex- 
clusively the person who was created in 
the image of God. He has a destiny on 
earth and in eternity which lies beyond 
the scope and competence of govern- 
ment, and must be taught by the 
church. All three must rise to the new 
demands for a generation of greater 
spiritual, intellectual, and social com- 
petence than the world has yet known. 
We must help parents in their desire to 
do a good job for their children in the 
home, we must help our communities 
do a good job for the citizens of tomor- 
row, and we must help the churches do 
a good job in order that the next genera- 
tion shall be “children of God,” and 
worthy of their spiritual heritage. 

To rethink education in America is 
unavoidable in the new world in which 
we live. It is a world made small by 
science, with its new forms of travel 
and communications. But it is made 
large by the emergence of a score of na- 
tions with billions of people who are 
determined to catch up on food and 
health, on industry and commerce, and 
on prestige and recognition of their 
worth. Our generation has the fearful 
responsibility of planning for the educa- 
tion of our next generation who will 
live in this new world. In that responsi- 
bility lies our grandest opportunity. In 
meeting that opportunity we need to 
have faith in God and in the people. 





JOHN NEWTON 
(Continued from page 27) 


the land of Egypt and the Lord thy 
God redeemed thee.” He was taken to 
his bedroom, which he never left until 
his body was carried down. On his death- 
bed he composed his own epitaph, 
which is engraved on a tablet over his 
tomb: “John Newton Clerk, [a member 
of the clergy] Once an Infidel and Lib- 
ertine, a Servant of Slaves in Africa, 
was, by the Rich Mercy of our Lord and 
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Saviour, Jesus Christ, Preserved, Re- 
stored, Pardoned, and Appointed to 
Preach the Faith He. had Long La- 
boured to Destroy.” 

For several weeks he lay dying. All 
London knew that he could no longer 
preach. The men who came to his pulpit 
came weeping. Then came his last day 
on earth. He said to those who stood by, 
“You know now that I am going. I want 
my last words to be one of my hymns, 
and so he began: — 


How sweet the Name of Jesus sounds 
In a believer’s ear! 
It soothes his sorrows, heals his 
wounds, 
And drives away his fear. 


It makes the wounded spirit whole, 
And calms the troubled breast; 

‘Tis Manna to the hungry soul, 
And to the weary Rest. 


“Dear name! . . .” He stopped at that 
point and exclaimed, “O God, I was the 
African blasphemer, I was the one who 
swore and cursed and used that name as 
an oath a thousand, thousand times!” 
Then he went on:— 


Dear Name! the Rock on which I build, 
My Shield and Hiding-place; 

My never-failing Treasury, filled 
With boundless stores of grace. 


Jesus, my Shepherd, Husband, Friend, 
My Prophet, Priest, and King, 

My Lord, my Life, my Way, my End, 
Accept the praise I bring. 


Weak is the effort of my heart, 
And cold my warmest thought .. . 


Here he stopped and wept for a mo- 
ment; then he went on:— 


But when I see Thee as Thou art, 
I'll praise Thee as I ought. 


Till then I would Thy love proclaim 
With every fleeting breath; 

And may the music of Thy Name 
Refresh my soul in death. 


He had written this hymn 28 years 
before, in 1779, but he recalled it on his 
deathbed. The slave of slavers in Africa, 
the bondman, the African blasphemer, 
the man who bore the marks of a flog- 
ging for desertion, the man who had a 
scar in his haunch from a harpoon, 
looked to the Lord in his last moments 
and said, “May the music of Thy Name 
refresh my soul in death.” 

Parliament has suspended its session. 
The shops are closed. London follows 
John Newton to his grave. This man 
filled with the Holy Spirit, took for his 
life text, “Thou shalt remember that 
thou wast a bondman in the land of 
Egypt, and the Lord thy God redeemed 
thee.” 
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PAGEANTS 
(Continued from page 14) 


Christmas, working parts of it into your 
worship services, your memory work, 
your time for teaching new songs, and 
so on. Subordinate any drama, costum- 
ing, etc., to the spirit of the program. 
Teach, teach, teach the truths involyed; 
this is your main aim in doing a pro- 
gram; you are not seeking just to put 
on a pleasing presentation. If the teach- 
ing is done so that the truths are rightly 
taught, much less actual practice time 
will be required, for what the children 
understand they can learn and retain 
easily. For the last two Sundays before 
your presentation, most if not all of 
your lesson time could be devoted to a 
thoughtful, reverent, prayerful rehear- 
sal of your program; if the whole pro- 
ject has been considered as a teaching- 
project, not a display project, I feel that 
such time taken in school is justified. 
Rightly handled, such a rehearsal is 
just another means of teaching and im- 
pressing on young hearts the things that 
we want them to know. 

Before another Christmas season 
passes, lay plans to _ investigate 
thoroughly means of changing the Sun- 
day school pageant in your church from 
tragedy into a means of spiritual tri- 
umph! 





TEMPTATION 
(Continued from page 11) 


And one day when the devil was at- 
tacking me, I turned to James 4:7 and 
said, ‘Lord God Almighty! Here’s Your 
promise! Make it good!’ I was trying to 
resist the devil, but instead of fleeing 
from me, he was fleeing at me. And then 
the Holy Spirit in my heart said aloud, 
‘Read the whole verse.’ 

And I looked at the whole verse 
which says, ‘Submit yourselves there- 
fore to God. Resist the devil and he will 
flee from you.’ ” 

When you submit yourself to the 
Lord and then resist the devil, you will 
win the victory over him. Martin Luther 
expressed this truth in this stanza of his 
great hymn: 

Did we in our own strength con- 
fide, our striving would be losing. 

Were not the right man on our 
side, the Man of God’s own choosing. 

Dost ask who that maybe? Christ 

Jesus, it is He. Lord Sabaoth His 

name, 

From age to age the same, and He 
must win the battle. 

When Satan tempted Christ, he began 
his temptation by saying, in effect, “You 
and I both know what the score is, so 
don’t oppose me in your humanity, use 
your deity. If you are the Son of God, 
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command these stones to become loaves 
of bread.” 

When Satan said to Jesus, “If you are 
the Son of God,” he was not question- 
ing Christ’s deity. He knew beyond 
question that here was the Lord God 
Almighty. Satan has the longest creed of 
doctrinal beliefs of anybody in the uni- 
verse. What he meant was, “Because 
you are the Son of God, command these 
stones to become bread.” In other 
words, overcome me by the power of 
your deity. 

But Jesus said, “It is written, Man 
shall not live by bread alone.” In other 
words, “I’m going to overcome you as a 
man.” 

Now, you see, if I had a big black eye 
this morning and explained that I ac- 
cidentally tripped a man on the street, 
it would not be too humiliating if the 
man were a champion prizefighter. But 
if some little fellow who was a 4-F 
hung it on me, that would be embarrass- 
ing. 

What the devil was saying to Christ 
was, “Leave me my self-respect. I was 
created at the top of the pyramid, as 
Ezekiel says, ‘full of wisdom, perfect in 
beauty,” this was Satan before he 
sinned. But here he faced Christ who 
had been made “lower than the angels” 
and he said, “Oh, don’t overcome me as 
a man; it’s too demeaning for me!” 

And Jesus answered, “Man shall not 
live by bread alone.” I am not going to 
use my deity to overcome you; I am 
simply saying, “It is written.” 

There is no doubt that Jesus thought 
of the Old Testament as the Word of 
God. So the devil lost the first round 
when Christ gave him one sword thrust 
from the Book of Deuteronomy. 

So for his second temptation Satan 
used Scripture. In effect he said, “Oh, so 
you’re going to overcome me as man 
having faith! That’s just wonderful! I’m 
quite a Bible student myself!” 

So he took the Lord Jesus to the 
pinnacle of the Temple and said, 
“Throw yourself down, for it is written, 
‘He will give his angels charge of you; 
on their hands they will bear you up, 
lest you strike your foot against a 
stone.” He was quoting from Psalm 91. 
And so as the crowds would watch this 
man jump from the pinnacle of the tem- 
ple, the angels would keep Him from 
injury, and the crowd would proclaim 
Him as Messiah. So you see the second 
temptation was to make fanatical use 
of Scripture. 

But Jesus answered, “It is written, 
you shall not tempt the Lord your 
God.” 

So Satan was defeated in the second 
round. 

And now came the third temptation. 
The devil took Christ to a very high 
mountain and he said, “Look, you and I 
know that I was made prince of this 
world when I was created, and I have 
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not yet been removed from my prov- 
ince. But I will give you all the king- 
doms of the world and the glory of them, 
if you will fall down and worship me.” 

Satan’s pride would be forever satis- 
fied if Jesus Christ, the God who cre- 
ated Satan, had fallen down and wor- 
shipped Satan. This is the most craven, 
crawling picture of what Satan really is: 
he hungers for glory and worship. You 
are never more like the devil than when 
you want credit for what you do. And 
you are never more like Jesus Christ 
than when you serve without caring 
who gets the credit. But the Lord God 
Almighty, Jesus Christ, said, “Begone, 
Satan! for it is written, “You shall wor- 
ship the Lord your God, and Him only 
shall you serve.’ ” 

Lastly, we consider the temptations 
that come from the world. We are 
worldly when we want to be socially 
prominent, to lead in church affairs, to 
impress others with our importance, to 
be noticed by those around us. Some- 
one has said that the most successful 
newspaper in the world would be one 
which printed everyone’s name in such 
large type on the front page that it 
would be seen at once. Thus, some 
Christians vie with the world. They 
spend far more money on a wedding 
than they can afford, and even far more 
money on a funeral, than is necessary. 
This is following the way of the world. 

And how can you meet the tempta- 
tion of the world? Romans 12:2 says, 
“Do not be conformed to this world, but 
be transformed by the renewal of your 
mind.” God has to melt you, pour you 
into the mold of Christ, and transform 
you into His likeness. 

Here is an illustration. A lady gives a 
luncheon party and makes tomato aspic 
for a salad. She puts the aspic into in- 
dividual molds, and sets them in the 
refrigerator. Then when her guests ar- 
rive, she goes to the refrigerator, takes 
out the molds and turns the aspic out 
onto the salad. And the firm shape of 
aspic bears the imprint of the mold. 
Now we are in the mold of the world, 
but God Almighty puts us into fire un- 
til we melt and then He pours us into 
the mold of Christ. This is how we 
meet the temptations of the world; we 
refuse to be conformed to it and yield 
ourselves to God so that He may make 
us like Christ. 

All the days of our life on earth we 
shall encounter these three types of 
temptation. But God has shown us 
what to do. When tempted by the flesh, 
we are to run away. When tempted by 
Satan, we are first to submit to God and 
then resist Satan with the Sword of the 
Spirit which is the Word of God. And 
when we are tempted by the world, we 
are not to conform to the world; we are 
to let God melt us down and pour us 
into the mold of Christ that we may be 
transformed into His image. 
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Indeed. And in April and October. Christmas comes twelve times 
a year, in twelve separate packages, when you give Eternity 

for Christmas. The cost is small . . . the giving easy . . . and yet, 

no other gift speaks so much of your thoughtfulness, or witnesses so 
effectively for Jesus Christ. 


Eternity brings the gift of understanding of God’s Word and will 

to everyone on your Christmas list . . . the man who has everything .. . 
your minister . . . your missionary . . . the boy or girl away at 

school . . . that special friend who led you to Christ. 


If we receive your order before December 14, we'll enclose with each 
gift Eternity’s distinctive 1958 Christmas card, with your name 
hand-signed. If your friends are already subscribers, we'll 

extend their subscriptions for a full year. Be sure to include your 
own renewal at this gift price. 


Arm Chair Shoppers! This handy envelope needs no addressing, 
no postage. Use form facing page one fo list names and addresses 


of those to whom you wish to send Eternity. Tear out envelope, 
enclose list with check or money order, seal flap, hand to postman. 


Specia? Gift Offer 
ONE. GIFT SUBSCRIPTION $4.00 EACH ADDITIONAL SUBSCRIPTION $3.00 
50 


ETERNITY 






eternity —the perfect Christmas Gift 
for everyone on your list. 


Detach At Perforation 


Use the handy order form facing page one to order gift subscriptions for 
your friends. It takes just ten minutes to do your Christmas shopping for 
ten people. You'll be sure too that your gift is one of lasting value and 
enjoyment which far outweighs the small price. 

Fill in coupons, enclose list with check or money order in postage-free 
envelope, seal flap and hand to your postman. 


eternity magazine 

1716 Spruce Street 

Philadelphia 3, Pennsylvania 

My list of gift subscriptions is enclosed with my check or money order for $. 


Please sign my Christmas gift cards with this name 


(Please print) 


ZONE_____ STATE. 
Please add 50¢ a year for each foreign subscription. 
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FIRST CLASS 
Permit No. 14599 
Sec. 34.9, P.L.&.R. 
Philadelphia, Pa. 


BUSINESS REPLY ENVELOPE 
INo Postage Stamp Necessary if Mailed in the United States 


Postage will be paid by 


eternity magazine 
1716 Spruce Street 
Philadelphia 3, Pennsylvania 
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« how Wise were the 
“ & ‘Wise Men? 


To their contemporaries the Wise Men must have seemed 
to be the most foolish of all the peoples of the East. 








Were they not wise... 


% to believe God’s Word and to walk in its light, to be- 
lieve that what He has said He will do? 


W to obey His Spirit with willingness to go in untrodden 
ways, like Abraham? 
¥ to be adventuresome, to leave beaten paths and old 


ways, and to hitch their future to a star? 


to see the King beyond the humble surroundings of 
that Bethlehem house? 






4 


to plan carefully their stewardship for the Saviour, and 
then to give it all to Him for whatever use He might 
have for it? 






to leave it all with God—the faultfinding of well-mean- 
ing friends and the caustic comments of critics, the 
studied indifference of the cynical, and the hatred 
of a Herod? 








We at Wheaton thank you The centuries have acclaimed their wisdom! 


who have shared in helping us to proclaim 
He who believes in the Lord Jesus Christ as his personal 


Saviour may not be considered wise, according to some of 
his companions; but eternity will acclaim his wisdom. 


this message throughout the world for 
nearly a century of Christmases! 


“For Christ and His Kingdom” .. . Since 1860 
WHEATON - ILLINOIS 


GRADUATE SCHOOL © CONSERVATORY OF MUSIC © SCHOOL OF NURSING 












OUGHTON 


In business, education, science and the professions, today’s greatest 
opportunities go to those academically competent and qualified to accept the 
responsibilities of leadership. In Christian service, the call is for 

increasingly higher standards of academic and spiritual training, dedicated to 
holy purposes and vision. Houghton’s high scholastic rating and 

unswerving allegiance to a positive evangelical faith trains and inspires students 
to meet the challenge of experience and professional attainment in all 

fields of endeavor. 


LIBERAL ARTS AND SCIENCES 


MINISTRY, MISSIONS AND 
CHRISTIAN EDUCATION 
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TEACHER PREPARATION 
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SINCE 1883 Stephen W. Paine Ph.D., President 


Also Pre-Professional Courses 
in the following: 
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FULLY ACCREDITED BY: NURSING LAB. TECHNOLOGY 


Board of Regents of New York State ENGINEERING LAW 
Middle States Association of Colleges and Schools 
National Association of Schools of Music ART SOCIAL WORK 


APPROVED BY: 
Association of Medical Schools Houghton Academy (Junior and Senior High School) on Campus 


omens Send today for Catalog and Brochure, 
and further information to: The Registrar, Room D-2 
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HOUGHTON ANNUITIES and LIFE USE CONTRACTS dual purpose 
GUARANTEED [asc acaeanesd fsanue tor We — 0 conttbelion to the Chutetion youth 
of each generation. 


I N + O M E ANNUITY -« a life income with interest compatible with age of donor. 
LIFE USE CONTRACT = a stable life income with a promise of repayment of principal 


FOR LIFE upon definite need. 


Write today for full information to: The Business Manager, Houghton College, Houghton, N.Y. 
THE STABILITY OF A HOUGHTON INVESTMENT IS ATTESTED BY 75 YEARS OF CONSECRATED SERVICE 























